REVIEW

by Prof. Dr. Dimo Atanasov Atanasov
Agricultural University — Plovdiv

of the materials submitted for participation in the competition for the academic
position of Associate Professor in the area of higher education 3. “Social, Economic and
Legal Sciences”, professional field 3.8. “Economics”, scientific specialty “Regional
economy and sustainable development”.

In the competition for the academic position of ,,Associate Professor”, announced
in the State Gazette, issue 50 of June 20, 2025, and on the website of the University of
Agribusiness and Rural Development — Plovdiv, for the needs of the Department of
,Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism“ within the Department of
Economics and Management, the only candidate is Chief. Assit. Prof. Dr. Delyan
Kostadinov Plachkov.

1. Short biography

Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov was born on May 17, 1994, in Plovdiv. He graduated
with two Master’s degrees at the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development
(UARD) - Plovdiv: “Economics and Management of Education” (2024) and “Finance and
Banking” (2018).

In 2023, he obtained the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” in
professional field 3.8. “Economics,” scientific specialty “Finance and Banking,” with a
PhD thesis - “Financial Instruments for Risk Management in the Context of the
Common Agricultural Policy of the European Union.”

Since 2017, Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov has been working at UARD, first as an
Assistant, and since 2023, as a Chief Assistant Professor at the Department of
Economics and Finance.

Since 2024, he has been Director of the Centre for Distance Learning at UARD and
a functional expert at the Faculty of Economics and Management.

Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov has participated in numerous international and
national projects, including those under Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+.

The candidate has received numerous diplomas and awards, including honorary
diplomas and plaques from UARD and the National Representation of Student Councils
(NRSC), as well as awards for scientific publications and contributions to the
digitalisation of educational processes.



2. General description of the presented materials
The candidate, Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov, presents

scientific material that can be systematized as follows:

] Monographs — 1 “The Role of Artificial Intelligence in the Digitalization and
Transformation of Educational Processes”

. Books — 1 “Financial Instruments for Risk Management in the Context of the
Common Agricultural Policy of the European Union”

o Articles and scientific papers — 7

By type of publication, the candidate is the author of:
° A monograph with scientific contributions;
° A book based on his PhD thesis;
° Scientific articles and conference papers.

By significance, his works includes:
. Three articles published in refereed and indexed international journals (SCOPUS).
. Four papers, published in “Scientific works” and “Conference proceedings”
. One monography and one book in “Academic publishing house”

By place of publication:
. Articles refereed in international journals — 3
° Papers in university scientific proceedings — 2
° Papers in proceedings of scientific conferences, sessions, and seminars — 2
° Book and monograph published by an academic publisher

By language of publication:
. In English—6
. In Bulgarian — 3

By number of co-authors:
° Single-author — 8
° With one co-author -1

It is noteworthy that there is a strong individual scientific activity and a significant
number of single-author publications.



3. Reflection of the candidate’s scientific publications in the literature (citations)
J Total — 8 citations;

J By Bulgarian authors — 4 citations;

. By foreign authors — 4 citations.

The candidate has eight citations, one of which is in a journal indexed in
international databases (Scopus/Web of Science). The other seven are in peer-
reviewed but non-indexed national and international journals, accounting for 35
points. The total number of points from citations is 50.

Based on the scientific works submitted for the competition, the acquired
educational and scientific degree of “Doctor,” and the reported citations, Assistant
Professor Dr. Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov meets the national requirements for
occupying the academic position of Associate Professor in the area of higher education
3. Social, Economic, and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.8 Economics, scientific
specialty “Regional Economics and Sustainable Development”, in accordance with the
Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the
Regulations for the Implementation of the Law on the Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

4. General Characteristics of the Candidate’s Activity

Teaching and Pedagogical Activity

Chief Assistant Prof. Dr. Delyan Plachkov is teaching the following disciplines: “Tax
and Customs Policy,” “Internet Business,” “Green Economy,” “Information Security
Systems,” “Applied Software Products,” “Information Systems and Technologies,” and
“E-Commerce.”

He has developed electronic courses, including “Information Security Systems,”
“Green Economy,” and “Internet Business.”

As Director of the Centre for Distance Learning at UARD, the candidate is actively
engaged in the organization and development of electronic forms of learning, as well
as in the preparation of curricula and programs.

He has participated in international motilities and specializations under the
Erasmus+ program (in Turkey, Italy, Finland, Belgium, Greece, Slovakia), where he
delivered lectures and took part in training activities related to higher education and
lifelong learning.



Scientific and applied work

The candidate’s scientific interests are in the fields of sustainable development,
digital transformation in education, green and circular economy, artificial intelligence,
and financial management.

In the area of sustainable development, he explores models for achieving
balanced resource use, policies for green transformation, and economic mechanisms
to address climate change.

In the field of digital transformation in education, his interests are directed
towards the implementation of e-learning platforms, adaptive systems, and the
application of artificial intelligence for personalized learning. A significant part of the
research addresses issues related to the green and circular economy.

The candidate also shows interest in the development of artificial intelligence,
considering its applications in the economy and education, as well as the ethical and
social challenges related to its implementation.

Additionally, he observes topics related to the financial management, with a
focus on risk management, financial instruments, and the relationship between
financial markets and sustainable development.

An important point in the candidate’s scientific and applied work is his
monograph — “The Role of Artificial Intelligence in the Digitalization and
Transformation of Educational Processes”, which fits into contemporary scientific and
technological issues. It presents the development of artificial intelligence (Al), its
impact on the higher education system, and the applied aspects of its integration
through best practices and recommendations. The Introduction outlines the relevance
of the topic associated with the global digitalization trends and the growing role of Al
in society and education. The research objectives, scope, and subject are defined, along
with methodological approaches including analytical review, conceptual modelling,
and best practice analysis. The first Chapter examines the general characteristics of Al,
its history, main directions, and influence on the economy and society. Examples of Al
applications across industries are presented, highlighting effects on productivity,
economic growth, and the labour market. Social and ethical dimensions such as
algorithmic bias, data protection, digital divide, and the need for global regulations are
also emphasized. The second Chapter focuses on the digitalization of higher education
and the opportunities for transformation through Al. Educational policies,
infrastructure, teacher and student competencies, as well as ethical challenges in Al
adoption are analyzed. The role of intelligent tools for diagnostics, personalized
learning, and automated assessment is discussed. Barriers such as lack of digital skills,
risks to academic integrity, and social inequality are also addressed. Chapter 3
emphasizes on practical aspects and best practices. The roles of key stakeholders,

4



developers, teachers, and students are examined, with competencies and
responsibilities outlined for effective Al application. The chapter concludes with
recommendations for developing sustainable institutional policies for ethical and
effective Al integration in management and teaching. At the end, the author
summarizes the key findings and highlights the contributions of the study, both
theoretical, through conceptual models, and practical, through proposals for Al
applications in academic practice.

Assist. Prof. Dr. Delian Plachkov is actively engaged in numerous international and
national projects covering various aspects of sustainable development, education, and
the economy as a whole. Among them, his participation stands out in the
INVESTAEXCELLENCE project under Horizon 2020 (2021-2024), aimed at building
capacity for research and innovation. Concurrently, he has been involved in several
Erasmus+ projects. From 2019 to 2021, he took part in the BLEVIVET initiative. Since
2020, he has been participating in the international project INVEST — Innovations of
Regional Sustainability: European University Alliance, and currently continues to
contribute to its implementation, dedicated to regional sustainability and inter-
university cooperation.”

On the national level, Dr. Plachkov is engaged in numerous national and
institutional projects at the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development. These
include projects on enhancing agricultural productivity through bio-fertilizers,
improving the higher education financing system, staff training and development, and
business risk modelling. In recent years, he has also participated in projects focused on
rural entrepreneurship, project financing for the green economy, strategic agricultural
planning, and lifelong learning platforms.

5. Contributions

| accept the report on the contributions to the scientific output of the candidate,
Assistant Professor Dr. Delyan Plachkov. In it, he identifies the main thematic directions
of his work and presents the theoretical-methodological and practical-applied
contributions contained in each direction.

Contributions in the monograph:
Scientific Contributions:

1. The concept of artificial intelligence as a transformational factor in higher
education has been substantiated through a process model encompassing input,
transformational, and output educational processes.



A theoretical model of interaction between Al and the educational ecosystem has
been proposed, including the interrelationships among students, faculty,
institutions, and technological solutions.

The possibility of integrating generative Al (such as GPT models) into the
academic environment has been studied, with an analysis of its potential to
improve teaching, assessment, and administrative activities.

The ethical and legal challenges of applying Al in education have been
systematized, covering issues such as personal data protection, algorithmic
transparency, and academic integrity.

The scientific apparatus has been expanded through the definition of concepts
such as “Al-supported education,” “Al-driven assessment,” “ethical Al in
education,” and “generative Al literacy.”

Scientific-Applied Contributions:

A methodology for implementing Al in educational processes has been
developed, applicable to the higher education system and aligned with good
European practices.

An analytical model for diagnosing and improving educational processes through
Al has been created, dividing processes into phases: input (orientation,
admission), transformation (teaching, assessment), and output (certification,
career development).

Applicable strategies for digitalization and innovation in higher education have
been proposed through the integration of Al into learning and administrative
platforms, including Moodle, with specific implementation scenarios.

Good practices from international universities in academic advising, digital
assessment, and adaptive learning using Al have been systematized and made
applicable to Bulgarian conditions.

Practical guidelines for developing Al competencies among academic staff and
students have been formulated, including the creation of internal institutional
policies for the ethical use of generative Al.

Scientific Contributions from Conducted Research

Development of a multidisciplinary framework for applying the principles of the
green economy in the sustainable management of natural resources.
Identification and conceptualization of the fundamental principles of the green
economy.

Comparative analysis of international best practices in applying green economic
policies and their adaptation in a regional context.



4. Defining and analysis of the ecological, social, and economic benefits of the green
economy through an integrated empirical and theoretical approach.

5.  Formulation of strategic guidelines for the use of renewable and clean energy
sources in the transport sector as part of the green transition.

6. Emphasis on social justice as a foundation for an effective green economy.

7. Identification of barriers to implementing green economic models and proposals
for overcoming them through innovation, public policy, and financing.

6.  Critical remarks

Although the candidate meets the minimum national requirements for occupying
the academic position of Associate Professor, it is noteworthy that he participates in
the competition with a relatively small number of publications. My recommendation
to him is to expand his publication activity, particularly in current and significant topics
for both science and practice, aiming for placement in international journals that are
refereed and indexed in databases with impact factor and impact rank. It is also
necessary to strengthen participation in prestigious scientific forums in Bulgaria and
abroad.

It is also noticeable that clearly distinguished practical-applied contributions are
lacking in the scientific research presented in the attached report, even though such
contributions can undoubtedly be identified.

7. Conclusion:

The works submitted for the competition exceed the minimum national
requirements of the Law for Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria,
the Regulations of its implementation and Internal Regulations of UARD. Based on this
and on the conducted analysis of the candidate’s teaching, scientific and applied
activities, | give a positive assessment and propose that Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Delyan
Kostadinov Plachkov be elected as “Associate Professor” in the area of higher
education 3. “Social, Economic and Legal Sciences”, professional field 3.8.
“Economics”, scientific specialty “Regional Economics and Sustainable Development”,
for the needs of the Department of “Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism”
within the Department of Economics and Management.
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