REVIEW

by Prof. Dr. Yakim Valentinov Kitanov,
Higher School of Agribusiness and Regional Development
on the materials submitted for participation in the competition
for the academic position of Associate Professor
in the field of higher education 3. “Social, Economic and Legal Sciences”,
professional field 3.8 “Economics”,
scientific specialty “Regional Economy and Sustainable Development.”

The competition for the academic position of Associate Professor was
announced in the State Gazette, issue 50 of June 20, 2025, and on the website of
the Higher School of Agribusiness and Regional Development — Plovdiv, for the
needs of the Department of Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism
within the Department of Economics and Management, with Chief Assistant Dr.
Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov participating as a candidate.

1. Brief Biographical Data

Chief Assistant Dr. Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov was born on May 17,
1994, in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. He completed his secondary education in his
hometown and later pursued higher education at the Higher School of
Agribusiness and Regional Development (HSARD) — Plovdiv. He obtained a
Master’s degree in Finance and Banking in 2018, and in 2024 completed a second
Master’s degree in Economics and Management of Education.

His academic career continued with the successful defense of a PhD
dissertation in 2023 in the professional field of Economics, specialty Finance and
Banking, on the topic: “Financial Instruments for Risk Management in the
Context of the Common Agricultural Policy of the European Union.”

Dr. Plachkov’s professional development is closely connected with
HSARD, where he began as an organizer and coordinator, later became an
assistant, and since 2023 has held the position of Chief Assistant Professor in the
Department of Economics and Finance.

Since February 2024, he has been serving as Director of the Center for

Distance Learning at the university, while simultaneously working as a functional
expert in the Department of Economics and Management.
He teaches a number of courses, including “Tax and Customs Policy”, “Internet
Business”, “Information  Security”, “Green Economy”, “Management
Information Systems”, and others, actively integrating financial sciences with
digital and technological disciplines.



2. General Description of the Submitted Materials

The candidate, Chief Assistant Dr. Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov,
participates in the competition with the following works:
» Monographs — 1
* Articles — 7
* Books — 1

The candidate takes part in the competition with a habilitation work — an
individual monograph entitled “The Role of Artificial Intelligence in the
Digitalization and Transformation of Educational Processes” (Academic
Publishing House Talent, 2025, ISBN 978-619-203-517-4). The monograph
addresses current issues related to the implementation of artificial intelligence in
higher education and proposes methodological and managerial solutions for its
ethical and effective application.

In addition, a book based on his defended PhD dissertation for the award
of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” has been presented, titled
“Financial Instruments for Risk Management in the Context of the Common
Agricultural Policy of the European Union.”

Chief Assistant Dr. Plachkov has also submitted a number of publications
in international and national scientific journals. Among them, three articles stand
out as being published in journals referenced and indexed in internationally
recognized scientific databases.

Overall, the submitted materials reflect the candidate’s main research
interests, which include financial management and risk management, green and
circular economy, and the digitalization and application of artificial intelligence
in education.

3. Reflection of the Candidate’s Scientific Publications in the Literature

The submitted materials contain a total of eight citations, among which one
Is in a scientific journal referenced and indexed in international databases, while
the remaining seven are in peer-reviewed non-indexed journals and collective
volumes. This information demonstrates that the candidate’s research works are
being utilized by other scholars, which attests to their scientific value and
relevance.

The presence of citations in prestigious publications serves as an indicator
of academic recognition, while their distribution across various types of outlets
reflects the broader impact of the candidate’s publications within the professional
community.

This confirms that Dr. Plachkov’s contributions are part of the
contemporary academic discourse and are regarded as significant within the field
of economic research.



4. General Characteristics of the Candidate’s Activity
4.1. Teaching and Educational Activity (Work with Students and Doctoral
Candidates)

The candidate carries out active teaching and pedagogical work at the
Higher School of Agribusiness and Regional Development, where he delivers
lectures and seminars in a number of disciplines in the fields of finance,
economics, and information technologies.

Among the courses he teaches are “Tax and Customs Policy,” “Internet
Business,” “Information Security,” “Green Economy,” and “Management
Information Systems.”

He is also the author of electronic learning courses and teaching aids that
support distance education and contribute to the modernization of the learning
process.

4.2. Scientific and Applied Research Activity

The candidate meets the minimum national requirements under Article 2b,
paragraph 2 of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria (ADASRB) for holding the academic position of Associate Professor.
He has fulfilled the minimum criterion of 400 points required for this position,
thereby demonstrating his scientific activity and compliance with the regulatory
standards.

In his scientific and applied research work, Chief Assistant Dr. Delyan
Plachkov has participated in a number of national and international projects of
high significance for the development of education and science.

Among them, special attention should be given to INVEST — European
University for Sustainable Development, Smart Growth and Inclusive Societies
(Erasmus+), as well as INVEST4EXCELLENCE (Horizon 2020), focused on
building research capacity and sustainability in the areas of green economy and
digital transformation.

Some of these initiatives have already been successfully completed, while
others are currently in progress, with completion expected in 2026 and 2027.

Also noteworthy is the BLEVIVET (Erasmus+) project, which further
enhances the candidate’s contribution to the integration of innovative educational
and research practices.

4.3. Implementation Activity
The candidate’s implementation activity is primarily focused on the
application of his scientific research in the educational process, with the results
of his studies having a direct impact on student learning and academic practice.
His participation in national and international projects further demonstrates
his commitment to the practical realization of scientific achievements. These
Initiatives clearly reflect his active engagement in transferring research results



into practice, developing international partnerships, and strengthening the
sustainability and competitiveness of higher education.

4.4. Contributions (Scientific, Applied Scientific, and Practical)

Chief Assistant Dr. Delyan Plachkov has made scientific, applied
scientific, and practical contributions that encompass innovative concepts for the
use of artificial intelligence in education and a comprehensive approach to the
green economy. His works combine academic depth with strong practical
relevance, offering new concepts, models, and methodologies for the
digitalization of educational processes.

They present interdisciplinary solutions for sustainable management of
natural resources, social justice, and green finance. In this way, his contributions
possess both theoretical value and practical applicability, oriented toward the
modernization of education and the green transition in the economy.

In support of this statement, the following specific contributions of the
candidate can be highlighted:

» He proposes a theoretical model of the interaction between artificial
intelligence and the educational ecosystem, revealing the roles of key
stakeholders and technologies.

« The candidate studies the integration of generative Al in the academic
environment and outlines its potential to enhance teaching and
administrative processes.

« He systematizes the ethical and legal challenges in applying Al in
education, emphasizing accountability and academic integrity.

» Dr. Plachkov develops a methodology for the implementation of Al in
higher education, aligned with European best practices.

» He creates an analytical model for diagnosing and improving educational
processes through Al, based on a phased approach — input, transformation,
and output.

« He systematizes international best practices for academic advising, digital
assessment, and adaptive learning, adapted for application in Bulgarian
conditions.

« The candidate identifies the main barriers to the implementation of green
economic models and proposes their overcoming through innovation,
public policy measures, and green finance instruments.

5. Evaluation of the Candidate’s Personal Contribution

The scientific and applied research activity of Chief Assistant Dr. Delyan
Plachkov is the result of consistent efforts to explore key issues related to the
digitalization of education and the green economy. His personal contribution is
expressed through the development of conceptual models and practical guidelines



for the application of artificial intelligence in the academic environment, as well
as through interdisciplinary solutions for sustainable development.

His publications and scientific outputs are sufficient to meet the national
minimum requirements for holding an academic position and have been
recognized by the academic community both in Bulgaria and abroad.

The candidate fully meets the minimum national requirements under
Article 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff
in the Republic of Bulgaria

6. Critical Remarks

| have no critical remarks regarding the works submitted by Chief Assistant
Dr. Delyan Plachkov. It is recommended that in the future the candidate focus his
efforts primarily on publishing in refereed international scientific journals, which
would enhance the international visibility and scientific impact of his research.

7. Conclusion

Taking into account all of the above, | recommend that Chief Assistant
Dr. Delyan Kostadinov Plachkov be elected to the academic position of
“Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 3. “Social, Economic and
Legal Sciences”,professional field 3.8 “Economics”, scientific specialty
“Regional Economy and Sustainable Development,” for the needs of the
Department of Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism within the
Department of Economics and Management.

September 30, 2025 Member of the Scientific Jury:
Prof. Dr. Yakim Kitanov



