REVIEW

by Prof. dn. Dimitar Ivanov Kostov, VUSI

of the materials submitted for participation in the competition

for the academic position of "professor" in the field of higher education 3.
"Social, economic and legal sciences", professional field 3.8. "Economics" and
scientific specialty "Regional economy and sustainable development"

In the competition for the academic position of "professor"”, announced in the
State Gazette, issue 50 of 20.06.2025 for the needs of the Department of
"Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" in the Department of
Economics and Management, Associate Professor Alexander Krasimirov
Davchev, PhD, participates as a candidate.

Brief biographical data

Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD, was born on 04.12.1983 in Plovdiv. He
received his higher education in OKS Bachelor in 2006 at VTU in Pedagogy and
in 2008 in Economic Management at the same university. In 2007 he received
OKS Master in Regional Development and Policy from VTU, and since 2022 he is
a master at VUARR - Plovdiv. In 2017 he defended his dissertation for ONS
Doctor at UHT- Plovdiv in the field of Economics and Management of the Food
Industry in Tourism.

Since 2012 he has been an assistant professor in the Department of Regional
Development, Agribusiness and Tourism at VUARR - Plovdiv. Since 2018 he has
been an associate professor in the same department and was elected and
appointed in the field of higher education 3. "Social, Economic and Legal
Sciences", professional direction 3.8. "Economics".

During the specified period he held a number of administrative and managerial
positions as director of a department, deputy. Rector and director of an institute
at the University of Applied Sciences of Bulgaria - Plovdiv.



The main area of his scientific research is marketing, business management,
labor market and tourism. These studies are directly related to his dissertation
work. As a lecturer, he is significantly busy and teaches a large number of
disciplines.

Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD, actively participates in international
scientific cooperation and in this regard has conducted a large number of
Erasmus specializations. He has received several awards from higher education
institutions and unions.

He has participated in several national and international scientific projects. He
is the author and co-author of several textbooks and is a member of various
national and international committees in the field of science and education.

From the presented resume of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Davchey, it is evident
that he is a well-established and highly eroded scientist and lecturer in the field
of economics and management.

1. General description of the submitted materials

The candidate has submitted all the necessary documents, according to the Law
on

In his application to the Rector of the University of Applied Sciences and Arts —
Plovdiv, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Davchev declared that the publications with
which he participated in the competition do not repeat those included for
obtaining the ONS doctor and AD associate professor. He has also submitted a
detailed report on the fulfillment of the minimum national requirements for
holding the academic position of professor, a report on the original scientific
contributions, as well as other documents related to his scientific and teaching
activities.

The candidate Associate Professor Dr. Alexander Krasimirov Davchev
participates in the competition with:

- Monographs — 2 issues;

- Studies — 1 issue;



- Articles — 5 issues;
- Scientific reports — 10 issues;

- Textbooks — 3 issues;

1.1 Publications (excluding monographs and textbooks) can be

classified as follows:

- By type:
- Studies — 1 issue;
- Articles — 5 issues;

- Reports — 10 issues;

- By place of publication:
- Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences abroad - 7 issues;
- Articles in national journals - 4 issues.

- Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences in Bulgaria - 4
issues;

- Reports in proceedings of national scientific conferences, sessions and
seminars - issues;

- Reports in scientific papers of universities - 1 issue.

- By language in which they are written:
- In English - 7 issues;

- In Bulgarian - 9 issues.

- By number of co-authors:

- Independent - 9 issues;



- With one co-author - 3 issues;
- With two co-authors - 2 issues
- With more than two co-authors - 2 issues

Of the publications, the largest group is the group of scientific reports, almost
all of which have been presented at major international symposia abroad. The
collections of materials from these symposia have been published and
referenced in the international database system. The candidate has also
published one independent study.

The reports presented at international scientific forums concern important
issues of demographic problems and their overcoming in the Bulgarian
countryside. Some of them indicate the possibilities for the development of rural
areas through new forms in the field of tourism. Considerable attention has
been paid to spa tourism, which for Bulgaria is a still untapped niche in the
tourism sector.

In the reports presented abroad, the candidate touches on the pressing issues
related to migration in the Bulgarian countryside. It is necessary to note that he
examines the issues of tourism development in its complexity such as spa
tourism, cultural tourism, festival tourism and business tourism. He also pays
attention to the social side of the tourism industry as a whole, both for the
development of the country's economy and for the development of the
Bulgarian countryside.

Regarding the authorship of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Davchev's publications, it is evident
that he is an independent author in most of them. Of these publications, it is
necessary to pay attention to the textbooks that are in the field of general
economics. Two of these textbooks are independent, and one is co-authored.
They are mainly related to sales management and stock exchanges.

1.2. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature
(known citations)

e Total - 12 citations;

e From Bulgarian authors - 6 citations;



* From foreign authors - 6 cited.

The reflection of the scientific publications of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Davchev has also
found a place in 24 citations. The citations in monographs and collective volumes
with scientific review are eight, of which three are from foreign authors. The
remaining citations are in non-refereed journals with scientific review.

3. General characteristics of the candidate's activities

3.1. Teaching and learning activities

As an assistant and associate professor in the Department of Regional
Development, Agribusiness and Tourism, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Davchev
teaches a significant number of classes in many disciplines. It can be noted that
his main disciplines in Stock Exchanges and Stock Exchange Operations,
Distribution Policy, Tourism Economics and Marketing determine his profile as a
scientist and lecturer in the field of trade and tourism. And in this regard are his
teaching aids and electronic courses. This main direction of his teaching and
learning activities is also confirmed by his specializations abroad.

3.2. Scientific and applied scientific activities

Both monographs and other types of publications (studies, articles and reports)
prove that he pays serious attention to the economics and management of the
tourism industry and to the marketing and sales related to it.

In particular, he pays significant attention to the demographic problems of the
Bulgarian countryside, to alternative forms of tourism and especially to rural
tourism. Last but not least, the candidate studies the resources in tourism quite
thoroughly.



The candidate meets the relevant minimum national requirements under Art.
26, para. 2 and 3 of the ZRASRB. His scientific output by indicators is 663.6 points
- exceeding the required minimum requirements of 550 points.

Fulfillment of the minimum national requirements for "professor"

Group of indicators Content minimum number of points number of points

scored by the candidate

A Successfully defended dissertation for awarding the ONS "Doctor" 50 50

C Habilitation work - monograph 100 100
D Publications - sum of indicators from 4 to 10 200 228.6
E Citations - sum of indicators from 11 to 13 100 115
E Sum of indicators from 14 to 21 100 170
Total 550 663.6

3.3. Implementation activity

The activity of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Davchev as a participant in national
and international projects is directly related to his implementation activity. In
this regard, the projects for interconnections of urban and rural territories of
alternative food webs of the proportions for sustainable development of socio-
economic regions and agribusiness in tourism are also relevant.

3.4. Scientific and scientific-applied contributions

| accept the candidate's proposed reference for scientific contributions in
scientific and teaching activities.



Contributions in a monographic work:

A. Scientific-theoretical contributions

e The categories of tourism and regional development in the context of the
modern marketing environment are defined and clarified, as well as some
problems facing sustainable regional development;

e The evolution of marketing concepts in tourism and their relationship to
sustainable regional development are studied and clarified;

e Some of the significant problems of the labor market in the country and their
manifestation in the field of tourism have been studied and clarified;

e The opportunities that sales promotion contains for increasing the
competitiveness of the business organization at the regional level have been
clarified and systematized.

B. Scientific and applied contributions

e A strategy and algorithm for stimulating sales in tourism have been developed;

* The need for proper selection of personnel as a key element in the formation
of a specific advantage has been argued.;

e Specific steps have been proposed for creating tourist products, using the
resources of alternative types of tourism to form a specific advantage at the
regional level.

4. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution

| believe that the indicated contributions in the candidate's scientific works are
his personal contributions.



5. Critical remarks

Considering the diverse teaching activities of the candidate, | believe that Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Alexander Davchev should in the future direct and specify his research
activities in the field of economics and sales management, as well as the
economics and management of the tourism sector.

| accept the candidate's declaration that the information submitted for
participation in the competition is completely reliable.

6. CONCLUSION:

Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD, is a well-established scientist and lecturer
with significant scientific output and good teaching activity. His scientific
publications have been cited by many foreign and domestic scientists. He is a
lecturer with great authority among colleagues and students.

All this gives me reason to propose Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD, for the
academic position of "professor" in the field of higher education 3. "Social,
economic and legal sciences", professional direction 3.8. "Economics" and
scientific specialty "Regional Economy and Sustainable Development" for the
needs of the Department of "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism"
in the Department of Economics and Management.

30.10.2025 Jury member: ...,

Prof. dn. Dimitar Kostov



