REVIEW

by Prof. Ilvanka Milkova Kostova, PhD, Plovdiv University "Paisii Hilendarski"

of the materials submitted for participation in the competition

for the academic position "professor" in the field of higher education 3. "Social,
economic and legal sciences", professional field 3.8. "Economics" and scientific
specialty "Regional economy and sustainable development"

In the competition for the academic position "professor", announced in the
State Gazette, issue 50 of 20.06.2025 for the needs of the Department "Regional
Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" in the Department of Economics and
Management, Associate Professor Alexander Krasimirov Davchev, PhD,
participates as a candidate.

Brief biographical data

Alexander Davchev has an educational and qualification degree "Bachelor" in
Geography, a geography teacher at the "VTU "St. St. Cyril and Methodius" -
Veliko Tarnovo"- 2006 and Economic Management at the VTU "St. St. Cyril and
Methodius" - Veliko Tarnovo - 2008. In 2007, he acquired the educational and
qualification degree "Master" in "Regional Development and Policy" at the VTU
"St. St. Cyril and Methodius" - Veliko Tarnovo, and in 2022, a Master in
Economics and Management of Education, Higher School of Agribusiness and
Regional Development - Plovdiv.

In 2017, he acquired the educational and scientific degree "Doctor"
in the Field of Higher Education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences;

Professional field 3.8 Economics; Scientific specialty Economics and
Management (Food Industry); Topic of the dissertation: "Management of
Wellness Processes through the prism of tourism"; Educational organization:
University of Food Technologies - Plovdiv.



Administrative positions held:

Director of the Department of Language Training, Specializations and
Qualifications - VUARR Plovdiv; Deputy Rector - VUARR Plovdiv; Director of the
Institute for Regional Studies at VUARR-Plovdiv

Academic positions held:

"Assistant" - Field of higher education: 3. Social, economic and legal sciences,
Professional field: 3.8. Economics, Department of "Regional Development,
Agribusiness and Tourism": September 1, 2012

"Associate Professor" - Field of higher education: 3. Social, economic and legal
sciences, Professional field: 3.8. Economics, Department of "Regional
Development, Agribusiness and Tourism": January 1, 2018

He has mobility under the Erasmus program and specializations on projects.

The biographical data of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Davchev present him as a
well-established professional and a promising young researcher.

1. General description of the submitted materials

The candidate Associate Professor Dr. Alexander Krasimirov Davchev
participated in the competition with:

- Monographs — 2 issues;

- Studies — 1 issue;

- Articles — 5 issues;

- Scientific reports — 10 issues;

- Textbooks — 3 issues;

1.1 Publications (excluding monographs and textbooks) can be

classified as follows:



- By type:
- Studies - 1 issue;
- Articles - 5 issues;

- Reports - 10 issues;

- By place of publication:
- Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences abroad - 7 issues;
- Articles in national journals - 4 issues.

- Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences in Bulgaria - 4
issues;

- Reports in proceedings of national scientific conferences, sessions and
seminars - number;

- Reports in scientific papers of universities - 1 issue.

- By the language in which they are written:
- In English - 7 issues;

- In Bulgarian - 9 issues.

- By the number of co-authors:

- Independent - 9 issues;

- With one co-author - 3 issues;

- With two co-authors - 2 issues

- With more than two co-authors - 2 issues

Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature (known
citations)

- Total - 12 citations;



- From Bulgarian authors - 6 citations;

- From foreign authors - 6 citations.

The candidate Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD, participates in the
competition with 21 titles of scientific production. Seven of the publications are
in English, the rest are in Bulgarian.

Two of the articles are published in scientific publications, referenced and
indexed in world-renowned databases with scientific information. 13 scientific
works are published in non-refereed journals with scientific review or published
in edited collective volumes. The study is published in non-refereed journals
with scientific review or published in edited collective volumes.

The candidate has published three textbooks, two of which he is an independent
author.

Assoc. Prof. Davchev, PhD, participates in two national and two international
projects.

2. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature (known
citations)

Six of the citations are in monographs and collective volumes with scientific
review and six in non-refereed journals with scientific review.

e Total - 12 citations;
e From Bulgarian authors - 6 citations;

e From foreign authors - 6 cited.

This is a reason to believe that the candidate's scientific publications are
reflected in the specialized literature and are of interest to those working in this
field.



3. General characteristics of the candidate's activities

3.1. Educational and pedagogical activity

The candidate in the competition is an established scientist and teacher. He has
teaching experience.

3.2. Scientific and scientific-applied activity

The candidate meets the relevant minimum national requirements under Art.
26, para. 2 and 3 of the Law on the State of the Republic of Bulgaria on the State
of the Republic of Bulgaria. His scientific output by indicators is 663.6 points -
exceeding the required minimum requirements of 550 points.

Fulfillment of the minimum national requirements for a "professor"

Group of indicators Content minimum number of points number of points
scored by the candidate

A Successfully defended dissertation work for awarding the ONS "Doctor" 50 50

C Habilitation work - monograph 100 100
D Publications - sum of indicators from 4 to 10 200 228.6
E Citations - sum of indicators from 11 to 13 100 115
E Sum of indicators from 14 to 21 100 170
Total 550 663.6

The candidate in the competition has a clear orientation in scientific and applied
scientific activity. He participated in the development of the following projects:

1. Project BG0O51P0001-3.1.07-0043 "Updating the curricula in the VUARR in
accordance with the requirements of the labor market", funded by the OP
"Human Resources Development", 28.05.2013- 28.11.2014

Position held: lecturer-author of curricula



2. Project BG051P0001-3.1.09-0004 "Improvement of the system for
gualification and career growth of the lecturers of the VUARR", funded by the
OP "Human Resources Development", 23.04.2013-23.12.2014

Position held: participant

3.INnoVations of REgional Sustainability: European UniversiTy Alliance — INVEST,
Erasmus+ KA2 European University Project No. 101004073, 2020-2023 Funding
European Commission

Position held: Lecturer/Researcher

4.INVESTAEXCELLENCE: Invest for Excellence in Regional Sustainability; Horizon
2020, Grant Agreement ID 101035815, 01.10.2021-30.09.2024

Funding European Commission
Position held: Lecturer/Researcher

3.3. Implementation activity

No certificates or other documents for implementations, utility models or
patents were found in the documents. All projects have been completed and
have been reported or presented at various forums. This can be considered
evidence that the contracting authorities have accepted the results and it is
within their competence to implement them.

3.4. Contributions (scientific, applied science, applied)

| accept all claims for contributions to the candidate's scientific production:

I. Contributions in a monographic work:

A. Scientific and theoretical contributions:



e The categories of tourism and regional development in the context of the
modern marketing environment, as well as some problems facing sustainable
regional development, have been defined and clarified;

e The evolution of marketing concepts in tourism and their relationship to
sustainable regional development have been studied and clarified;

e Some of the significant problems of the labor market in the country and their
manifestation in the field of tourism have been studied and clarified;

e The opportunities that sales promotion contains for increasing the
competitiveness of the business organization at the regional level have been
clarified and systematized.

B. Scientific and applied contributions:

* A strategy and algorithm for stimulating sales in tourism have been developed,;

* The need for proper selection of personnel as a key element in the formation
of a specific advantage has been argued.;

e Specific steps have been proposed for creating tourist products, using the
resources of alternative types of tourism to form a specific advantage at the
regional level.

4. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution

A review of the presented scientific production and the documents for the
competition allows us to conclude that independent scientific production also
prevails. The personal contribution of the candidate in the scientific works is
undeniable. The scientific works have been cited many times, which confirms
their value. This speaks of the candidate's recognition by scientific circles in our
country and abroad. The formulated contributions and obtained results are the
personal merit of the candidate.

5. Critical remarks



No significant gaps or contradictions have been found in the presented scientific
production.

| recommend the candidate to increase his publication activity in our country
and abroad.

6. Conclusion:

Considering the above, | propose that Associate Professor Dr. Alexander
Krasimirov Davchev be elected as a "professor" in the field of higher education
3. "Social, economic and legal sciences", professional direction 3.8. "Economics"
and scientific specialty "Regional economy and sustainable development" for
the needs of the Department "Regional development, agribusiness and tourism"
in the Department of Economics and Management.

30.10.2025 Member of the jury: ...................

Prof. lvanka Kostova, PhD



