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STATEMENT 

by Prof. Biser Yordanov Krastev, PhD 
University of Agribusiness and Rural Development - Plovdiv 

on the materials submitted for participation in competition 
for occupying the academic position of "professor" in the field of higher 
education 3. "Social, economic and legal sciences", professional field 3.8. 

"Economics", scientific specialty "Regional Economics and Sustainable 
Development" 

 
In the competition for the academic position of "professor", announced in 

State Gazette, Issue 90 of 20.06.2025 and on the website of the University of 
Agribusiness and Rural Development - Plovdiv for the needs of the Department 
of Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism in the Faculty of 
Economics and Management, Assoc. Prof. Alexander Krasimirov Davchev, PhD 
participates as a candidate. 

 
1. Brief biographical data 
Associate Professor Alexander Krasimirov Davchev, PhD was born on 

04.12.1983 in the city of Plovdiv. He completed his higher education at the St. 
Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo, where in 2006 he obtained 
the Bachelor’s degree in "Geography". In 2008 he obtained the Bachelor’s 
degree in "Economic Management" at the same university. In 2007, the 
candidate acquired the Master's degree in "Regional Development and Policy" at 
the St. Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo, and in 2022 
acquired the Master's degree in "Economics and Management of Education" at 
the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development - Plovdiv. In 2017 he 
defended his dissertation work on the topic: "Management of Wellness 
Processes in Bulgaria (through the prism of tourism and the food industry)" and 
obtained a PhD in the scientific specialty "Economics and Management (Food 
Industry)" at the University of Food Technologies - Plovdiv. 

Since 2012, he has been working as an assistant professor, and since 2018, 
he has occupied the academic position of "associate professor" at the 
University of Agribusiness and Rural Development. He has occupied the 
administrative positions of Director of the Institute for Regional Studies and 
Deputy Rector of the UARD. Currently, Associate Professor Alexander Davchev, 
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PhD is a Director of the Department of Language Training, Specializations and 
Qualifications at the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development. He has 
participated in a number of mobilities, specializations and international 
projects, and was also the head of two scientific projects implemented under 
the R&D plan of the UARD. 

 
2. General description of the materials presented 
The candidate Assoc. Prof. Alexander Krasimirov Davchev, PhD participates 

in the competition with the following publications: 

 Monographs – 2 issues; 

 Studios – 1 issue; 

 Articles – 5 issues; 

 Scientific reports – 10 issues; 

 Textbooks – 3 issues. 
The two monographs, as well as the three textbooks, have been published 

in Bulgarian. Of the remaining scientific publications, 9 have been published in 
Bulgarian and 7 in English. The candidate for the occupying the academic 
position of “professor” is a single author of the monographs and two of the 
textbooks, as well as 9 of the remaining scientific publications. He has 
published 7 of his scientific publications and 1 of his textbooks in co-
authorship. 

The quantity and quality of the candidate's scientific output fully complies 
with the minimum national requirements for occupying the academic position 
of "professor". I did not find any plagiarism in the submitted from him scientific 
publications. Complied are entirely the requirements of Chapter Three, Section 
IV of the Regulations for the Implementation of the Law on the Development of 
Academic Staff at the UARD. 

 
3. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature 

(known citations) 
The candidate for the occupying academic position of "professor" has 

submitted a report on the citations of his publications by others authors. The 
total number of citations is 12, 6 of which are made by Bulgarian authors and 6 
– by foreign authors. Two from the publications are cited twice times in 
monographs and collective volumes with scientific review. Another two of the 
publications have been cited twice in non-refereed journals with scientific 
review. Of the remaining publications, four have been cited once in 
monographs and collective volumes with scientific review and three have been 
cited once in non-refereed scientific review journals. 

 
4. General characteristics of the candidate's activities 
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4.1. Educational and pedagogical activity (work with students and doctoral 
students) 

In recent years, Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD has conducted 
lectures and exercises at the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development 
in the disciplines "Exchanges and Exchange Operations", "Distribution Policy", 
"Economics of Tourism", "Logistics Systems and Activities", "Marketing", 
"International Marketing", "International Trade", "Fundamentals of Business", 
"Labor Market", "Spa Tourism", "Supply Chain Management", "Sales 
Management", etc. 

 
4.2. Scientific and scientific and applied activity 
After a detailed introduction to the scientific and applied scientific 

activities of the candidate for occupying the academic position "professor", I 
believe that it can be defined as successful. This conclusion is based on the 
following circumstances: 

First, Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD has presented a sufficient 
volume of scientific production, which exceeds the minimum national 
requirements for professionally field 3.8. Economics. At minimal required 550 
points, he scored a total of 663.6 (50 points under group of indicators "A" due 
to a successfully defended dissertation work, 100 points under group of 
indicators "B" due to presented habilitation work – monograph, 228.6 points 
from other publications under indicator group "D", 115 points from citations 
under indicator group "E" and 170 points under indicator group "E"). 

Secondly, the publications presented by Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, 
PhD have examined current and significant for science and practice problems in 
the field of regional economics, sustainable development, marketing and sales 
in the field of tourism, all of which fully correspond to the profile of the 
announced competition and are different from the publications with which the 
candidate has participated in previous competitions for occupying academic 
positions. The relatively good level of citation of the candidate's scientific 
publications indicates that his scientific achievements and results are 
recognizable among the scientific and professional community in the country 
and abroad. 

Thirdly, during the period 2018-2025, Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD 
participated in four international scientific projects and six national scientific 
projects included in the R&D plan of the UARD, and he was the leader of two of 
the national projects. As a result of his work on them, he became the author of 
scientific articles and reports, two of which were published in co-authorship in 
scientific journals, refereed and indexed in world-renowned databases of 
scientific information. 
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4.3. Implementation activity 
Assoc. Prof. Al. Davchev has developed a number of curricula in disciplines 

led by him for students studying at the Bachelor's and Master's degree 
programs. In addition, his implementation activities are aimed at applying the 
scientific results he has achieved in the educational process. 

 
4.4. Contributions (scientific, applied science, applied) 
The main scientific contributions of Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, PhD 

can be divided into two groups: scientific-theoretical and scientific-applied. 
The following are included in the scientific-theoretical contributions: 

1. The specifics of tourism and regional development in the context of the 
modern marketing environment are clarified, and a solution to some 
problems related to the sustainable development of rural areas is 
proposed; 

2. The evolution of marketing concepts in the field of tourism and their 
relationship to sustainable regional development has been studied in 
detail; 

3. The problems of the labor market in the country and their manifestation 
in the tourism sector have been thoroughly researched; 

4. The opportunities that sales promotion contains for increasing the 
competitiveness of the business organization at the regional level have 
been systematized. 
Scientific-applied contributions can be divided into the following areas: 

1. A scientifically based strategy and a specific algorithm for stimulating 
sales in tourism have been developed; 

2. The need for proper selection of personnel as a key element for building 
competitive advantages in the tourism sector of the national economy 
has been argued; 

3. Specific steps for creating innovative tourism products by using the 
resources of alternative types of tourism to form a specific advantage at 
the regional level have been proposed. 

 
5. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution 
As a result of carefully reviewing the materials provided by Assoc. Prof. 

Alexander Davchev, PhD in the competition for the occupying the academic 
position of "professor", I can summarize that I give a very high assessment of 
his personal contribution to the development of theory and practice in the field 
of regional economics and sustainable development, viewed through the prism 
of the application of marketing tools in the tourism industry. 

 
6. Critical notes 
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I have no critical remarks about the candidate. I recommend that he 
popularize his studies in the chosen from him scientific area by publishing some 
of them in refereed and indexed publications, included in world-renowned 
databases of scientific information, such as Scopus, Web of Science, etc. 

 
7. Conclusion 
The candidate for occupying the academic position of "professor" fully 

meets the minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and para. 3 of 
the Law on development of academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, as well 
as the requirements specified in the Regulations for his implementation and in 
the Regulations for the implementation of the law on development of the 
academic staff in UARD. Considering the above, I give my positive assessment 
to the participant in the competition, Assoc. Prof. Alexander Krasimirov 
Davchev, PhD and I propose to the esteemed scientific jury that he be elected 
as a "professor" in the field on higher education 3. Social, economic and legal 
sciences, professional field 3.8. "Economics", scientific specialty "Regional 
Economics and Sustainable Development" for the needs of the Department of 
Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism in the Faculty of Economics 
and Management. 

 

 
07.11.2025 Member of the jury: 

Plovdiv   (prof. Biser Krastev, PhD) 


