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OPINION
From: Prof. Valentina Lyubenova Nikolova-Alexieva, PhD
University of Food Technology - Plovdiv,
Professional field 3.8 . Economics,
Scientific specialty "Economics and Management" (Business Economics
and corporate governance)
Subject: competition for Professor in a district on higher Education 3. Social ,

economic and legal sciences , professional direction 3.8. "Economics" and
science specialty " Regional economy and sustainable development " for needs
on Department of " Regional development , agribusiness and tourism,
announced from HSARD —Plovdiv.

1. Competition information
The competition has been announced for needs on Department of "Regional
development, agribusiness and tourism” in the HSARD — Plovdiv in the State Gazette , Issue
No 50/20.06.2025. In the composition on scientific jury by the competition participate,
according to Order of the Rector of HSARD — Plovdiv.

2. General characteristic on scientific research and applied science activity on the
candidate.

The candidate Assoc . Prof. Dr. Alexander Krasimirov Davchev has applied a total
of 21 scientific papers, in addition to those used for the ESD "Doctor" and academic possition
"Associate Professor". Their structure is as follows:

Monographs - 2 issues (independent in Bulgarian);
Studies - 1 issue (independent in Bulgarian);
Articles — 5 issues (of which 4 issues in national magazines);
Scientific reports — 10 (of which 7 at international scientific conferences
abroad);

» Textbooks - 3 (two of which are independent and one is co-authored);
Of all the publications presented:

» In English - 7 pieces;

» In Bulgarian - 9 issues.
By number of co-authors:

» Independent - 9 pieces;
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» With one co-author — 3 issues;
» With two co-authors — 2 issues;
» With more than two co-authors — 2 issues.
The candidate's scientific publications are reflected in national and international databases
through 12 citations:
» By Bulgarian authors — 6 issues (in monographs and scientific articles),
» By foreign authors — 6 issues (in world databases).

According to the attached report with scientometric indicators, the scientific production
of Assoc. Prof. Alexander Krasimirov Davchev meets the national minimum requirements for
holding the academic position of ** Professor'" in 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences,
professional field 3.8. Economics.

Number of points
No. Indicator group
Points scored
Required points for Professor A. Davchev

1 A 50 50
2 B - -
3 In 100 100
4 G 200 228.6
5 D 100 115
6 E 100 170

TOTAL: 550 663.6

2.1. Fulfillment of quantitative requirements

The candidate meets all mandatory conditions under Art. 24 of the ZRASRB and the
additional requirements of the HSARD -Plovdiv, pursuant to Art. 15, para. 1 of the ZRASRB
and Art . 60 of the PPZRASRB.

Regarding the requirement for an acquired ESD "Doctor " ( Art. 60, para. 1, item 1 of
the PPZRASRB ) - in 2017, Alexander Davchev defended his dissertation at the University of
Food Technologies - Plovdiv, on the topic: " Management of Wellness Processes through the
prism of tourism ". He acquired the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the
professional field 3.8 "Economics".

Regarding the requirement for minimum academic experience (Art. 60, para. 1, item 2
of the PPZRASRB) - the total work experience of Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev as a lecturer
at the HSARD is over 13 years . Obviously, the candidate fully meets the legal requirement
for a minimum academic experience of two years.

Regarding the requirement for a published monographic work (Art. 60, para. 1, item 3
of the PPZRASRB) —Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev has presented a habilitation thesis on the
topic " Marketing and Sales in the Field of Tourism: Challenge and Solutions for Sustainable
Regional Development ", published in the renowned publishing house AE "Talant” of HSARD
-Plovdiv, in 2025, with ISBN 978-619-203-519-8 and reviewed by two respected reviewers in
scientific circles . The topic of the monographic work, the object, subject and time period to
which it refers, do not imply overlap with the dissertation work and the monograph for holding



the academic position of "Associate Professor” of the candidate, which meets the legal
requirement of Art. 24, para. 1, item 3 of the ZRASRB.

Regarding the requirement to submit other original scientific research works (Art. 60,
para. 1, item 4 of the PPZRASRB) - the candidate has submitted 1 more independent
monograph, other than the habilitation work, 2 articles in primary databases such as Scopus
and WoS, 1 independent study and 15 publications (articles and reports) in non-refereed
publications with scientific review. All of them refer to the period 2018 - 2025, which does not
imply overlap with publications from previous competitions for holding academic positions
and doctoral degrees.

Regarding the requirement to meet the relevant minimum national criteria and the
requirements under Art. 1a, para. 2; (Art. 60, para. 1, item 5 of the PPZRASRB) — according
to the submitted Certificate, the candidate has achieved a total of 663.6 points (from indicators:
A- 50 points; B-100 points; C-228.6 points; D- 115 points; E-170 points), which significantly
exceeds the required threshold of 550 points. This undoubtedly proves the candidate’s potential
for holding the academic position and the enormous work he has put in.

Regarding the requirement that there be no plagiarism proven in accordance with the
statutory procedure in scientific works (Article 60, paragraph 1, point 6 of the PPZRASRB) -
at the moment, none has been established.

Regarding the additional requirements of the HSARD - Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev
meets all additional quantitative requirements, as evident from the attached references:

- With his active research activities, Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev demonstrates
himself as a serious researcher , with excellent scientific and organizational and managerial
competencies. An indicator of this is his participation in two international and two national
scientific and applied projects. It is important to note that Dr. Davchev also has proven
administrative experience at the University of Applied Sciences and Arts as Director of the
Department of Language Training, Specializations and Qualifications, Deputy Rector and
Director of the Institute for Regional Studies.

- Alexander Davchev is also a recognizable researcher with contributions in the field
of tourism economics, marketing and wellness services. He also has an established image in
the country and abroad. His repeated participation in national and international forums and
participation in Erasmus mobility is proof of his potential to develop and his desire to affirm
his qualities.

2.2. Fulfillment of quality requirements
Evidence has been presented of meeting the minimum required quality criteria for
holding the academic position of "Professor”, including:

e He is established as a researcher with contributions not only at the national but also at
the international level, having conducted current scientific research related to important
issues for the EU and Bulgaria;

e He is established as a lecturer in the field of the competition's topic not only in the
HSARD, but also at the European level, having developed practical, up-to-date
academic disciplines related to economics, stock exchanges and stock exchange
operations, marketing, regional development and wellness tourism .

e He has contributed to strengthening the good name of the department, the Department
and the HSARD as a whole, through his appearances at various scientific and public
forums, conferences and events.



Based on all of the above, regarding the diverse and in-depth teaching and research
work of Assoc. Prof. Alexander Davchev, | believe that he meets the quantitative and
qualitative requirements. for the academic position of "professor” at the HSARD.

3. Evaluation of teaching and learning activities

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Davchev there is provided teaching workload , which
answers on accepted annual normative in the HSARD. By the specifics on the professional
direction are covered the minimum 30 hours lectures .

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Davchev is already established teacher by row disciplines in "Bachelor”
and "Master" degree of HSARD - Plovdiv: " Agromanagement ", "Stock exchanges and stock
exchanges™ operations ", "Distribution "Politics” , "Economy" on tourism", "Logistics systems
and activities" , "Marketing , Marketing research in agribusiness”, “Marketing in the food
industry” industry™ , "International marketing™ , "International trade" , "International trade with
agricultural products " , "Basics on business" , "Market labor " and others . The reported his
auditorium and extracurricular employment through the last 2 educational years is between
600 and 800 the hour , which significantly exceeds the mandatory minimum .

Dr. Davchev enjoys great authority among his colleagues and students. He applies
modern teaching methods, illustrates the taught material with statistical data from the Internet,
and stimulates student activity through interactive teaching methods.

Everything so far gives reason to conclude that Alexander Davchev has acquired
sufficient experience and routine and evidence of professionalism in his teaching work. It
should be noted that he has accumulated practical experience, which reflects on his teaching
style and creates additional applied attractiveness of his knowledge.

4. Basic contributions
The publications contain a number of theoretical, methodological and scientific-
applied achievements and contributions of varying degrees of significance for economic
science and business practice:
» Scientific contributions include:

e Systematization and enrichment of marketing concepts in tourism and their
interaction with sustainable regional development.

e Creating a new approach to examining the concepts of tourism, digital
marketing and artificial intelligence in the regional economy in their
interrelationship.

e Reconsidering consumer behavior in the tourism sector through the prism of the
new challenges of Industry 5.0 and its relationship with Society 5.0.

> Scientific and applied contributions include :

e A new concept for sustainable development in tourism has been implemented
- following the example of rural and ecological tourism.

o Effective strategies for increasing tourism sales through human resource
management methods have been identified.

e Specific steps are proposed for creating tourism products, using the resources
of alternative types of tourism to form a specific advantage at the regional level.



In general, Dr. Davchev 's scientific achievements can be attributed to the group of
"enrichment of existing knowledge™ and "application of new scientific achievements in
practice”, as well as obtaining new data and facts about studied economic objects.

What has been said so far gives me reason to conclude that the works presented by
the candidate for the academic position of "Professor"” are sufficient in content and quantity to
occupy this position. In addition, it must be taken into account that the chosen scientific profile
meets the need for conducting scientific research and teaching in the indicated scientific
specialty.

5. Significance of contributions to science and practice

The candidate’'s works contain original scientific and applied contributions, a
representative part of which has been published in journals and scientific collections published
by well-known academic publishing houses. His theoretical developments have practical
applicability, some of which are directly oriented towards academic work.

6. Critical remarks and recommendations

| have no significant critical remarks, but at the same time | would like to make the
following recommendations for the candidate's future work:

> | recommend that the candidate, given the broad portfolio of knowledge and skills in
the field of tourism economics, marketing and management in the wellness industry,
create Master Classes for training.

> Given the extremely relevant specialty of his habilitation, 1 recommend that the
candidate activate the supervision of doctoral students, with the aim of building a
scientific school in this field, which is in line with the mission and one of the main tasks
of every professor.

> Given his excellent command of foreign languages, he should increase his publication
activity in global databases such as Scopus and WoS .

These notes should not be perceived as "criticism” and are not of such a nature as to
challenge the contributions of the candidate for associate professor. They are a collegial
"recommendation” and "encouragement" regarding the upcoming scientific activities of Assoc.
Prof. Alexander Davchev and his growth in the academic field.

7. Conclusion

Based on the above, | can summarize that there is a convincing candidacy for the
academic position of "Professor” at the HSARD. Associate Professor Alexander Davchev,
PhD is a scientist with great potential, combining scientific research with practical and applied
activities, and has proven his achievements in teaching and learning.

The competition documents testify that both the quantitative and qualitative criteria of
the HSARD for occupying the academic position of "Professor” have been met.

With full conviction, I give my POSITIVE assessment and recommend to the other
esteemed members of the Scientific Jury to vote "for" awarding the academic position



"Professor' to Alexander Krasimirov Davchev , in the professional field 3.8. "Economics™
and scientific specialty "Regional Economy and Sustainable Development™ for the needs of
the Department "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism™ in the Department of
Economics and Management of the HSARD - Plovdiv.

25.10.2025 Prepared the opinion:

Plovdiv
/ Prof. V. Nikolova-Aleksieva, PhD



