REVIEW

by Prof. Dr. Eng. Georgi Vasilev Kamarashev
VTU "St. St. Cyril and Methodius"
of the materials submitted for participation in a competition

for the academic position "Associate Professor" in the field of higher education
9. "Security and Defense", professional field 9.1 "National Security", scientific
specialty "Management, Criminology and Security"

In the competition for the academic position "Associate Professor", announced
in the State Gazette, issue 115 of 30.12.2025 and on the website of VUARR -
Plovdiv for the needs of the Department "Regional Development, Agribusiness
and Tourism" in the Department of Economics and Management, Assistant
Professor Stefcho Marinov Bankov participated as a candidate.

1. Brief biographical data

Stefcho Marinov Bankov was born on April 16, 1965. in Botevgrad. In the
period from 1994 to 1999. he studied for the educational qualification degree
"Master" in "Public Relations" at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

In 2001. he acquired the educational qualification degree "Master" in
"Philosophy" at the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". Since 2015. he is a
Master in "Law" at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

In 2017. he acquired the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the
Field of Higher Education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional
Direction 3.7. Administration and Management, Scientific Specialty
Organization and Management Outside the Sphere of Material Production
(Security and Defense) with a dissertation on the topic "Possibilities for
Improving the Counteraction to Corruption in the Security Sector" with the
training organization NVU "Vasil Levski".

In 2024, he acquired a second educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in
the Field of Higher Education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences,
Professional Direction 3.6. Law, Scientific Specialty "Criminology" with a



dissertation on the topic "Criminological Characteristics of Corruption in the
Ministry of Internal Affairs" with the training organization AMVR.

From 2004 to 2024, the candidate held various positions in the Ministry of
Internal Affairs system.

From 2019 to November 2024, he was an assistant professor at the South-
West University "Neofit Rilski", and is currently an assistant professor at the
University of Applied Sciences and Arts - Plovdiv.

He completed training at ILEA Budapest Specialization in the international
leadership program "Modern Challenges to Higher Education".

2.General description of the submitted materials

The candidate assistant doctor Stefcho Marinov Bankov participated in the
competition with:

e Monographs — 2 issues - Institutional integrity and security management in
the context of the rule of law. Legal, criminological and managerial dimensions
of the prevention of corruption and abuse of power, 2026, Academic Publishing
House "Talant", 2026, p. 348, ISBN 978-619-203-527-3; Opportunities for
improving the fight against corruption in the management of the security
sector, 2019, Association "Academy for Innovation and Sustainability", 228 p.,
E-ISBN-13: 978-619-7246-23-0;

e Reports — 11 issues;
e Articles — 2 issues;
e Studies — 0 issues;

e Books — 1 issue - Criminological Characteristics of Corruption in the Ministry
of Interior, 2024, Public Trust, p. 208, ISBN 978-619-91464-2-2.

Publications can be classified as follows:
By type:

¢ Studies - O issues;

e Articles - 2 issues;

e Reports - 11 issues;



By place of publication:

e Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences abroad — 1
issue.

e Articles in national journals - 2 issues.

e Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences in Bulgaria - 9
issues.

e Reports in proceedings of national scientific conferences, sessions and
seminars abroad - 2 issues.

By language in which they are written:

e In English - 2 issues;

e In Bulgarian - 11 issues.

By number of co-authors:

e Independent - 2 issues;

¢ With one co-author - 8 issues;

e With three or more co-authors - 3 issues.

3. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature (known
citations)

e Total - 6 citations;
* From Bulgarian authors - 6 citations;

The candidate Assistant Professor Dr. Stefcho Marinov Bankov has a total of six
citations, two of which are in refereed publications and indexed in international
databases. The remaining four are in monographs and collective volumes with
scientific review, with the total number of citation points being 70.

With the scientific works submitted for participation in the competition, the
acquired educational and scientific degree "doctor" and the reported citations,
Assistant Professor Dr. Bankov meets the minimum national requirements for
occupying the academic position of "associate professor" in the field of higher
education 9. "Security and Defense", professional direction 9.1 "National
Security".



4. General characteristics of the candidate's activities

4.1. Educational and pedagogical activity (work with students and doctoral
students)

The candidate assistant doctor Stefcho Marinov Bankov gives lectures and
exercises in the disciplines "Countering corruption and organized crime",
“Intelligence and counterintelligence"”, "Theory of national security",
"Criminology", etc. For the same he has developed curricula and lecture
courses.

4.2. Scientific and scientific-applied activity

The candidate's scientific interests are in the field of institutional integrity
and security management, countering corruption and abuse of power in the
"Security" sector, law, criminology and forensics.

The presented monographs and scientific articles and reports examine
contemporary problems of security management, institutional sustainability
and countering corruption, applying an interdisciplinary approach combining
the achievements of legal science, criminology and management theory. The
essence of the developments shows that they are based on in-depth
theoretical knowledge and extensive professional experience.

4.3. Implementation activity

The essence and content of the developments shows that they are based on
in-depth theoretical knowledge in the field of the competition and extensive
professional experience.

5. Contributions (scientific, applied science, applied)

The scientific and applied science contributions contained in the presented
publications can be systematized into the following main groups:

SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS
I. In the field of institutional integrity and security management:

1. An interdisciplinary scientific concept of institutional integrity has been
developed as a key factor for the sustainability and effectiveness of institutions
in the "Security" sector;



2. A theoretical connection between institutional integrity and the principle of
the rule of law has been substantiated, as it has been proven that institutional
integrity is an essential element of the effective functioning of public
administration and guarantees the sustainability of the national security
system;

3. A conceptual model for security management has been developed, which
integrates legal, organizational and managerial mechanisms for the prevention
of corruption and abuse of power in the public sector.

Il. Counteraction to corruption in the Security and Defense sectors:

1. A criminological analysis of corruption in security institutions has been
carried out, identifying the main social, institutional and managerial factors
generating corruption risk;

2. A criminological model for the prevention of corruption in security
institutions has been developed, which includes a system of institutional, legal
and managerial mechanisms for limiting corrupt practices;

3. The role of transparency as an anti-corruption mechanism in the
management of public procurement in the Security and Defense sectors has
been studied, deriving basic principles and mechanisms for limiting corruption
risk;

4. A concept for strategic management of corruption risk in the Ministry of
Interior system has been developed, aimed at integrating management and
analytical mechanisms for prevention.

lll. Combating organized crime:

1. The criminological characteristics of organized crime in Bulgaria have been
analyzed and the need for more effective institutional interaction between law
enforcement agencies has been deduced;

2. The impact of migration pressure on national security has been studied,
analyzing the institutional and managerial challenges facing state authorities;

3. The legal and managerial aspects of the use of special intelligence tools have
been analyzed, including through a comparative analysis between practices in
Bulgaria and other European countries;

4. The role of criminal and intelligence analysis as a security management tool
has been examined, with an emphasis on the analytical capacity of institutions;



5. New scientific directions in the field of cyberbiosecurity have been
developed, including an analysis of potential threats from bioterrorism and
technological risks to national security.

SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED CONTRIBUTIONS
I. In the field of institutional integrity and security management:

1. Measures have been proposed to increase the institutional sustainability of
security bodies by improving management practices.

2. Strategic guidelines have been formulated to strengthen public trust in
security institutions.

3. Practical guidelines have been developed to improve institutional control in
the Ministry of Interior system, aimed at increasing the transparency and
accountability of institutions.

Il. Countering corruption in the Security and Defense sectors:

1. A model has been proposed for improving the system for countering
corruption in the Security sector, which includes a complex of management,
organizational and regulatory mechanisms.

2. Mechanisms for managing corruption risk in law enforcement institutions,
including monitoring and risk analysis systems, have been proposed.

3. Measures have been proposed to increase transparency in the awarding of
public procurement contracts in the Security and Defense sectors.

lll. Combating Organized Crime:

1. Recommendations have been formulated for optimizing the interaction
between law enforcement agencies in the fight against organized crime.

2. Guidelines have been developed for improving the management of
migration processes in the context of national security.

3. A model for using criminal and intelligence analysis in security management
has been proposed.

4. Management solutions for countering financial crimes and money laundering
have been proposed.

6. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution



The results of the conducted scientific research presented in monographs,
scientific articles and reports at national and international scientific forums are
undoubtedly the personal work of the candidate. They are characterized by
theoretical significance, through the development of scientific concepts in the
field of security and criminology, and practical applicability through the
formulated proposals for improving management practices in the institutions
of the "Security" sector.

7. Critical notes

| have a collegial recommendation for the candidate to direct his/her activities
towards popularizing his/her scientific achievements in refereed scientific
publications and indexing in world databases of publications, as well as for
participation in international and national research and educational projects.

8. Conclusion:

Considering the above, | propose that Assistant Professor Dr. Stefcho Marinov
Bankov be elected as an "Associate Professor" in the field of higher education
9. "Security and Defense", professional direction 9.1 "National Security",
scientific specialty "Management, Criminology and Security" for the needs of
the Department of "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" in the
Department of Economics and Management.

06.04.2026 Member of the jury:

Prof. Dr. Eng. Georgi Kamarashev



