REVIEW

by Professor D N Hristo Marinov lvanov
of the materials submitted for participation in a competition
for the academic position of "Associate Professor” in the field of higher
education 9. "Security and Defense", professional field 9.1 "National Security",
scientific specialty "Management, Criminology and Security"

In the competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor",
announced in the State Gazette, issue 115 of 30.12.2025 and on the website of
VUARR - Plovdiv for the needs of the Department of "Regional Development,
Agribusiness and Tourism™ in the Department of Economics and Management,
Assistant Professor Stefcho Marinov Bankov participated as a candidate.

Stefcho Marinov Bankov was born in the town of Botevgrad.

Higher education, educational and qualification degree "Master" was
acquired at:

Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski" Master of Law, Qualification
"Lawyer";

Sofia University St. "Kliment Ohridski™ Master of Philosophy;

Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski" Master of Public Relations.

Higher education, educational and scientific degree "Doctor":

The scientific degree "Doctor" was acquired in 2017. at the National
University "V. Levski" in the town of Veliko Tarnovo.

Field of higher education 3. "Social, economic and legal sciences";

Professional field 3.1 "Administration and management";

Scientific specialty "Organization and management outside the sphere of
material production (security and defense)";

Topic: "Opportunities for improving the fight against corruption in the
management of the "Security" sector;

Educational organization National Higher Educational Institution "V.
Levski" city of Veliko Tarnovo.

Diploma No. 0097 dated 04.10.2017

The scientific degree "Doctor" was obtained in 2024 at the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Internal Affairs Sofia;

Field of Higher Education 3. "Social, Economic and Legal Sciences";

Professional field 3.6. "Criminology";

Topic: "Criminological Characteristics of Corruption in the Ministry of
Internal Affairs";

Educational organization Ministry of Internal Affairs and Internal Affairs
Sofia.

2.General description of the submitted materials



The candidate assistant Dr. Stefcho Marinov Bankov participated in the
competition with:

Monographies — 2 issues;

1.Institutional Integrity and Security Management in the Context of the
Rule of Law. Legal, Criminological and Management Dimensions of the
Prevention of Corruption and Abuse of Power. Academic Publishing House
“Talant”, 2026, p. 348.

The monograph analyzes the legal and regulatory framework for control
and the existing anti-corruption policies in Bulgaria. Some of the international
standards and good practices in the field of prevention and counteraction to
corruption are creatively studied. Scientifically substantiated conclusions and,
above all, practical recommendations for improving the system for countering
corruption and strengthening ethical standards in public administration are
proposed.

2. Opportunities for improving the fight against corruption in the
management of the Security sector, 2019, Association "Academy for Innovation
and Sustainability”, p. 228. The monographic study is based on a defended
dissertation.

The good practices of contemporary manifestations of corruption in the
institutions of the "Security"” sector have been studied and the factors that create
prerequisites for the emergence and development of corrupt practices in the
public administration system have been analyzed.

2. Cientific reports — 11 issues;

2.1. Transparency as an anti-corruption mechanism in the award of public
procurement in security and defense. Essence and social significance. The
knowledge society and humanism of the 21st century: a national scientific
conference with international participation. - Sofia: For the letters O nmucmenexb,
2018. (co-authored with Violeta Valcheva, Rumyana Boncheva and Ralitsa
Yotova);

The report analyzes transparency as a critical anti-corruption mechanism
in the award of public procurement in the "Security and Defense" sector.

2.2. Transparency as an anti-corruption mechanism in the award of public
procurement in security and defense. Basic concepts of public procurement,
publicity and transparency in the award. The knowledge society and humanism
of the 21st century: a national scientific conference with international
participation. - Sofia: For the letters O mucmenexs, 2018. (co-authored with
Violeta Valcheva, Rumyana Boncheva and Ralitsa Yotova);

The good practices in the publicity of procedures, rules, access to
information, accountability and control over the spending of public funds are
studied.

2.3. Transparency as an anti-corruption mechanism in the award of public
procurement in security and defense. Application of anti-corruption mechanisms



in the award of public procurement in security and defense. The knowledge
society and humanism of the 21st century: national scientific conference with
international participation. - Sofia: For the letters O mucmenexs, 2018. (co-
authored with Violeta Valcheva, Rumyana Boncheva and Ralitsa Yotova);

The Scientific Report studies the good practices in the application of
transparency as an anti-corruption mechanism in the award of public
procurement in security and defense.

2.4. Fight against Organized Crime in Bulgaria. Legal Problems and the
Need to Improve the Interaction between Law Enforcement Agencies.
International conference KNOWLEDGE-BASED ORGANIZATION, Volume
26 (2020): Issue 1 (June 2020)

A partial review of the international and national legal regulation of
organized crime has been made. The types of crimes have also been discussed.

2.5. Interception of communication or the choice to use special intelligence
means for intelligence or in criminal proceedings, comparing the practice in
Bulgaria and the United Kingdom. (Co-authored with Angel Kalaidzhiev)
Scientific conference "Knowledge, Science, Technologies, Innovations™ 2023.

The implemented control activity has been analyzed against the legal
framework of communication between criminal subjects and institutions in the
Republic of Bulgaria and the United Kingdom.

It is interesting how the rules in Continental and Anglo-Saxon law are
combined? If he decides, the candidate can familiarize the jury members with
some of the most important points in the report.

2.6. Criminal and intelligence analysis, as part of the Security sector. (Co-
authored with Angel Kalaidzhiev) Scientific Conference "Knowledge, Science,
Technology, Innovation" 2023

Crimes and criminals, victims of crimes and police operations are
analyzed.

2.7. Principles of equality when limiting the subjective rights of citizens in
the conditions of a state of emergency with a view to the national security of the
country. (Co-authored with Angel Kalaidzhiev) Scientific Conference
"Knowledge, Science, Technology, Innovation” 2023

The Scientific Report indicates the conditions in an emergency situation,
with each country through its legislative body adopting specific legislative
changes that clearly regulate the obligations of citizens when a state of
emergency is declared.

2.8. Strategic management of corruption risk in the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, as part of the Security sector. (Co-authored with Angel Kalaidzhiev)
Collection of reports from the International Scientific and Practical Conference
Bulgaria of the Regions'2023, Academic Publishing House "Talant", Plovdiv,
2023

In the modern globalized society, the corruption index is the unit of
measurement for the most serious threats to the economy of any country.



Policies for the prevention and counteraction of corruption occupy a central
place in the functioning of Bulgarian legislation.

2.9. Large-scale information systems in the field of freedom, security and
justice. (Co-authored with Angel Kalaidzhiev) Collection of reports from the
International Scientific and Practical Conference, Bulgaria of the Regions'2023,
Academic Publishing House "Talant", Plovdiv, 2023

Globalization, free movement, as well as digital transformation, stimulate
innovation and growth. The transfer of huge financial flows, which pose a threat
to citizens both in Europe and in the Republic of Bulgaria, is studied.

2.10. Models for preventing security threats in the conditions of
globalization when applying the "Hawala" system for the purpose of money
laundering and other crimes. (Co-authored with Angel Kalaidzhiev) Collection
of reports from the International Scientific and Practical Conference, Bulgaria of
the Regions'2023, Academic Publishing House "Talant", Plovdiv, 2023

In the conditions of global globalization, measures have been taken in the
legislation of the EU and its member states that are of a nature to combat and
counteract the creation of such an "outside banking network™ for transferring
funds.

2.11. CYBERBIOSECURITY AND MITOCHONDRIAL TARGETING:
A NEW HORIZON FOR BIOTERRORISM AND NATIONAL SECURITY
(Co-authored with Radoslav Angelov) 4th INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION CONGRESS December 14-16, 2025 /
Bursa, Tiirkiye

The Scientific Report presents bioterrorism as an evolving global challenge
that requires the integration of microbiological expertise with the operational,
analytical and decision-support structures of security institutions.

Articles — 2 issues;

3.1. The development of the purely internal situation rule in the case law of
the Court of Justice on the fundamental freedoms of the economy in the light of
the Ullens de Schooten case (co-authored with Violeta Valcheva);

The evolution of the “purely internal situations” rule in EU law is
analyzed, examining the fundamental economic freedoms through the prism of
the Ullens de Schooten case (2018).

3.2 .Current problems of migration pressure in the context of national
security in the Republic of Bulgaria (co-authored with Violeta Valcheva)
SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE "MIGRATION PROBLEMS" BSU 20109.
JURIDICAL COLLECTION.

The need to improve the legal framework and deal with risks such as
smuggling and cross-border crime in the context of the country's role as the
external border of the EU is emphasized.

4. Book based on a defended dissertation



Topic «Criminological characteristics of corruption in the Ministry of
Internal Affairs. 2024. Public Trust, p. 208,

The dissertation research is related to the challenges of corruption, as one
of the most serious threats to modern society. The problems of combating
corruption, as well as the topic of combating corruption in the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, have been the subject of research by a number of our scientists
in various fields. At the same time, the problem of preventing corruption has not
been considered independently and comprehensively in Bulgarian criminology.

By importance

Atrticles in refereed and indexed publications in world databases have been
identified - O issues in co-authorship.

Plenary reports have not been identified.

| have not identified awarded publications to be presented in the
documentation.

By place of publication:

Acrticles in refereed international journals - 2 issues.

Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences abroad - 2
ISsues.

Acrticles in national journals -0 issues.

Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences in Bulgaria -
9 issues.

Reports in proceedings of national scientific conferences, sessions and
seminars - 2 issues.

Reports in scientific papers of universities - 11 issues.

By the language in which they were written:
In English - 1 issue;

In Turkish - 1 issue;

In Bulgarian - 11 issues.

By the number of co-authors:
Independent - 2 issues;

With one co-author - 8 issues;

With two co-authors - 0 issues;

With three or more co-authors - 3 issues.

Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature
(known citations)

Total - 6 citations;

By Bulgarian authors - 6 citations;

By foreign authors - O citations.



5. General characteristics of the candidate's activities

5.1. Educational and pedagogical activities (work with students and
doctoral students)

He has held academic positions at the UNWE, SWU "Neofit Rilski®
and VUARR.

He teaches the following academic disciplines:

1. Counteraction to corruption and organized crime;

2. Counteraction to human trafficking and organized crime;

3. Intelligence and counterintelligence;

4. Financing of national and regional projects;

5. Corruption in financing national and regional projects;

6. Theory of National Security;

7. Criminology.

5.2. Scientific and applied scientific activities
| have established that the scientific interests of Dr. Stefcho Bankov are in
the areas of National Security, Criminology, Forensic Science and GDPR.

5.3. Implementation activity
| did not find any.

5.4. Contributions (scientific, scientific-applied, applied)

Scientific contributions

| accept the scientific contributions corresponding to the topic of the
announced competition for associate professor in professional field 9.1
"National Security” and scientific specialty "Management, Criminology and
Security" announced in the State Gazette No. 115 of 30.12.2025, namely in
points:

3. A conceptual model for security management is proposed;

6. The role of personnel policy as a strategic factor for institutional
sustainability is described;

8. The role of transparency as an anti-corruption mechanism is analyzed;

11. An attempt is made to develop a concept for strategic management of
corruption risk in the Ministry of Interior system;

15. The role of information and communication systems in security
management is summarized;

The other proposed scientific contributions are significant, but they have
either been studied by other authors or are related to the announced competition.

Scientifically applied

| consider the following scientific and applied contributions to be
significant, namely in points:

1. A model for improving the system for combating corruption in the
"Security" sector is proposed;



2. Practical guidelines for improving institutional control in the Ministry of
Interior system;

4. Recommendations for optimizing the interaction between law
enforcement agencies;

8. Recommendations for developing information systems in the "Security"
sector;

11. Measures to increase the institutional sustainability of security
agencies.

The other scientific and applied contributions proposed by the candidate for
the competition are too well-known and do not represent sufficient interest for
the scientific and academic community, since they have also been developed by
other authors.

Applied contributions

From the documents | have reviewed, Dr. Stefcho Bankov has not indicated
any scientifically applied contributions from the work he is applying for the
competition. | assume that in his professional activity he and the employees of
the Ministry of Interior led by him have issued significant systems, orders and
have implemented some of the good practices introduced by their training
process abroad and in our country. These could be his strongest suggestions,
since he comes from practice.

The candidate has specialized in ILEA - Budapest and is certified for
participation by the US Department of State.

6. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution

| declare that | do not personally know the candidate for the competition,
Dr. Stefcho Bankov. My vague memories are that he is a polite, professionally
built employee of the Ministry of Interior.

7.Critical remarks

Apart from the very well-presented materials, there are also some
weaknesses, namely:

1.1 did not find in the documentation any separate protocols for the
participation of each of the authors of the proposed respective material;

2.From the proposed works, | was impressed that they were mainly from
three scientific forums. | cannot say whether he is recognizable in the scientific
field in which he is applying for the competition.

3. The University of Library Science and Information Technologies - Sofia
has a standard for citing scientific works and submitting them in "Used
Literature", which the author did not cope with.

4.1t is necessary to use the conceptual apparatus correctly (See points 2.1,
2.4 and 2.11). Are these scientific reports or articles?

| also have the following question:



In my monograph "Institutional Integrity and Security Management in the
Context of the Rule of Law. Legal, Criminological and Management
Dimensions of the Prevention of Corruption and Abuse of Power", what are the
restrictive conditions set in the monographic work?

Conclusion:

Considering the above, | propose that Assistant Professor Dr. Stefcho
Marinov Bankov be/not be elected as an "Associate Professor” in the field of
higher education 9. "Security and Defense"”, professional field 9.1 "National
Security", scientific specialty "Management, Criminology and Security" for the
needs of the Department of "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism"
in the Department of Economics and Management. With conviction, | offer to
the esteemed scientific jury my opinion that the candidate meets the relevant
minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of the Law on the
Prevention of Corruption and Abuse of Power

. 2026 Member of the jury:



