
O P I N I O N 

 

by Prof. Sabin Ivanov Sabev, PhD 

University of Agribusiness and Rural Development – Plovdiv 

 

on the materials submitted for participation in the competition 

for holding the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the field of 

higher education 9. "Security and Defence", professional field 9.1 "National 

Security", scientific specialty "Management, Criminology and Security" 

 

In the competition for holding the academic position of "Associate 

Professor", announced in the State Gazette, issue 115 of 30.12.2025 and on the 

website of UARD – Plovdiv for the needs of the Department of "Regional 

Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" in the Department of Economics and 

Management, the candidate is Assistant Doctor Stefcho Marinov Bankov. 

 

1. Brief Biographical Data 

 

Stefcho Marinov Bankov was born on 16.04.1969 in the town of Botevgrad, 

Sofia Province, Republic of Bulgaria. 

Higher education: holds a Master’s degree in "Law" from South-West 

University "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad (2010–2015); a Master’s degree in 

"Philosophy" from Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" (1999–2001); a 

Master’s degree in "Public Relations" from South-West University "Neofit 

Rilski" (1994–1999). 

Educational and scientific degree "Doctor" (PhD): obtained in 2017 at Vasil 

Levski National Military University – Veliko Tarnovo, in the field of higher 

education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.1. 

Administration and Management, scientific specialty "Organisation and 

Management outside the Sphere of Material Production (Security and Defence)", 

with a dissertation on the topic "Opportunities for Improving the Counteraction 

of Corruption in the Management of the Security Sector". 

Educational and scientific degree "Doctor" (PhD): obtained in 2024 at the 

Academy of the Ministry of Interior – Sofia, in the field of higher education 3. 

Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.6. Law, scientific 

specialty "Criminology", with a dissertation on the topic "Criminological 

Characteristics of Corruption in the Ministry of Interior". 



Professional experience: Dr. Bankov possesses long-standing professional 

experience in the system of the Ministry of Interior (since 2004), as well as in the 

structures of the Supreme Cassation Prosecution. In academic terms, he has held 

the academic position of "Assistant" at South-West University "Neofit Rilski" 

(2019–2024), was an adjunct lecturer at the University of National and World 

Economy (2024), and has been an Assistant Doctor at UARD – Plovdiv (since 

01.02.2026 to date). 

 

2. General Description of the Submitted Materials 

 

The candidate Assistant Doctor Stefcho Marinov Bankov participates in 

the competition with: 

– Monographs – 2; 

– Conference papers – 11; 

– Articles – 2; 

– Studies – 0; 

– Books (based on a defended dissertation) – 1. 

 

The monograph "Institutional Integrity and Security Management in the 

Context of the Rule of Law. Legal, Criminological and Managerial Dimensions 

of the Prevention of Corruption and Abuse of Power" (2026, "Talant" Academic 

Publishing House, 348 pp., ISBN 978-619-203-527-3) constitutes an extensive 

and thorough scientific study in which the author analyses institutional integrity 

as a key factor for the sustainable development of the state, the protection of the 

rule of law and the limitation of corruption pressure on institutions. The work 

covers legal, criminological and managerial dimensions of the prevention of 

corruption and abuse of power and represents a significant scientific contribution 

in the field of national security. 

The second monograph "Opportunities for Improving the Counteraction of 

Corruption in the Management of the Security Sector" (2019, 228 pp., E-ISBN 

978-619-7246-23-0) examines the manifestations of corruption in the institutions 

of the "Security" sector and analyses the factors creating preconditions for corrupt 

practices in the system of public administration. 

The book "Criminological Characteristics of Corruption in the Ministry of 

Interior" (2024, 208 pp., ISBN 978-619-91464-2-2) is based on a defended 

dissertation and comprehensively addresses the problems related to corruption 

offences in the system of the Ministry of Interior. 



The scientific articles and conference papers cover a wide range of topics: 

the development of the purely internal situation rule in EU law, transparency in 

public procurement in security and defence, migration pressure and national 

security, the fight against organised crime, special intelligence means, criminal 

and intelligence analysis, the restriction of subjective rights during a state of 

emergency, large-scale information systems, the "Hawala" system and money 

laundering, the strategic management of corruption risk in the Ministry of Interior, 

as well as cyberbiosecurity. 

 

3. Reflection of the Candidate’s Scientific Publications in the Literature 

(Known Citations) 

 

Dr. Bankov’s publications have been presented in peer-reviewed scientific 

editions and proceedings of national and international scientific forums. The 

article "Fight against Organized Crime in Bulgaria. Legal Problems and the Need 

to Improve the Interaction between Law Enforcement Agencies" has been 

published in an internationally refereed edition (International conference 

KNOWLEDGE-BASED ORGANIZATION, eISSN: 2451-3113). The 

candidate’s scientific works have been cited in works by other researchers, which 

attests to their scientific significance and relevance. 

 

4. General Characteristics of the Candidate’s Activities 

 

4.1. Teaching and pedagogical activities 

Dr. Stefcho Bankov possesses considerable teaching experience. He has 

held the academic position of "Assistant" at South-West University "Neofit 

Rilski" (2019–2024), was an adjunct lecturer at the University of National and 

World Economy (2024), and is currently an Assistant Doctor at UARD – Plovdiv. 

His teaching activities are focused on disciplines in the fields of administration 

and management, security and defence, criminology and law. The candidate holds 

three Master’s degrees and two Doctoral degrees, which attests to his broad 

academic preparation and in-depth specialisation. 

 

4.2. Scientific and scientific-applied activities 

Dr. Bankov’s scientific work is characterised by an interdisciplinary 

approach combining the achievements of legal science, criminology and 

management theory. The main research areas include: institutional integrity and 



security management; counteraction of corruption and abuse of power in the 

"Security" sector; criminological characteristics of corruption and organised 

crime; strategic management of corruption risk in the public sector; legal and 

managerial aspects of the use of special intelligence means; management of 

migration processes; development of analytical and information systems in the 

"Security" sector; new challenges to national security in the context of 

globalisation, including risks related to cybersecurity and biosecurity. 

The submitted scientific output includes 2 monographs, 1 book based on a 

defended dissertation, 2 scientific articles and 11 conference papers, published in 

peer-reviewed scientific editions and proceedings of national and international 

scientific forums. The overall volume of the submitted works attests to sustained 

and productive scientific activity. 

 

4.3. Implementation activities 

Dr. Bankov’s long-standing professional experience in the system of the 

Ministry of Interior (since 2004) provides a direct link between his scientific 

research and the practice of law enforcement agencies. The recommendations 

formulated in his scientific works for improving the counteraction of corruption, 

corruption risk management and institutional control have potential for practical 

application in the institutions of the "Security" sector. 

 

4.4. Contributions (scientific, scientific-applied, applied) 

Dr. Bankov’s scientific contributions can be systematised in the following 

main groups: 

In the area of scientific contributions: an interdisciplinary scientific concept 

for institutional integrity as a key factor for the sustainability and effectiveness of 

institutions in the "Security" sector has been developed; the theoretical link 

between institutional integrity and the principle of the rule of law has been 

substantiated; a conceptual model for security management integrating legal, 

organisational and managerial mechanisms has been developed; a criminological 

analysis of corruption in security institutions has been carried out; a typology of 

institutional risks has been developed; the role of personnel policy as a strategic 

factor for institutional sustainability has been substantiated; the role of 

transparency as an anti-corruption mechanism in public procurement in the 

"Security" and "Defence" sectors has been examined. 

In the area of scientific-applied contributions: a model for improving the 

system for counteracting corruption in the "Security" sector has been proposed; 



practical guidelines for improving institutional control in the system of the 

Ministry of Interior have been developed; mechanisms for managing corruption 

risk in law enforcement institutions have been proposed; recommendations for 

optimising the interaction between law enforcement agencies have been 

formulated; measures for increasing transparency in the award of public contracts 

have been proposed; guidelines for improving the management of migration 

processes have been developed; approaches for integrating new cybersecurity and 

biosecurity policies have been proposed. 

 

5. Assessment of the Candidate’s Personal Contribution 

 

The scientific works submitted for the competition attest to an independent 

and original research contribution by the candidate. The monograph "Institutional 

Integrity and Security Management in the Context of the Rule of Law" (2026, 348 

pp.) is an independent study that represents a significant scientific contribution in 

the field of national security. In it, the author proposes a comprehensive and 

systematic concept of institutional integrity, based on an interdisciplinary 

approach. The work is distinguished by its clear structure, thorough analysis and 

well-substantiated conclusions. 

In the publications prepared in co-authorship, Dr. Bankov is the lead author, 

and his personal contribution is related to the formulation of the main theses, the 

conduct of the scientific analysis and the derivation of conclusions and 

recommendations. The candidate’s contributions are in accordance with the 

announced competition in professional field 9.1 "National Security" and scientific 

specialty "Management, Criminology and Security". 

 

6. Critical Remarks 

 

The following critical remarks may be noted: the majority of the scientific 

articles and conference papers are co-authored, which makes it difficult to 

precisely assess the candidate’s individual scientific contribution in the separate 

publications. It could be recommended that in future scientific work the share of 

independent publications be increased, as well as publishing in international 

refereed and indexed editions. 

With regard to the submitted publications in the field of public 

procurement, it is notable that the candidate has prepared his papers without 

conducting a survey of the numerous existing academic publications in the 



respective field, and has limited himself to two selected authors. The remarks 

made do not diminish the overall positive assessment of the candidate’s scientific 

output and do not call into question his qualities for holding the academic position 

of "Associate Professor". 

The candidate Assistant Doctor Stefcho Marinov Bankov meets the 

minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of the Act on the 

Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ADASRB) for 

holding the academic position of "Associate Professor" in professional field 9.1 

"National Security", as well as the requirements of the University of Agribusiness 

and Rural Development – Plovdiv. The candidate has been admitted to evaluation 

in the competition by a decision of the academic jury. 

 

7. Conclusion 

 

In view of the above, I propose that Assistant Doctor Stefcho Marinov 

Bankov be elected to the position of "Associate Professor" in the field of 

higher education 9. "Security and Defence", professional field 9.1 "National 

Security", scientific specialty "Management, Criminology and Security" for 

the needs of the Department of "Regional Development, Agribusiness and 

Tourism" in the Department of Economics and Management. 

 

 

 

 Member of the jury: 

 

                                                                    ....................................... 

Prof. Sabin Ivanov Sabev, PhD 


