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O P I N I O N 

 
From professor doctor of science Maria Kirilova Ilcheva, “St. Cyril and St. 

Methodius” University of Veliko Tarnovo 
 

of the materials submitted for participation in a competition  
for occupying the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the field of 
higher education 9. "Security and Defense", professional field 9.1. "National 

Security", scientific specialty "Management, criminology and security" 
 

In the competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor", 
announced in the State Gazette, issue 115 of 30.12.2025 and on the website of 
UARD - Plovdiv for the needs of the Department of Regional Development, 
Agribusiness and Tourism at the Faculty of Economics and Management, 
Assistant Stefcho Marinov Bankov PhD participates as a candidate. 
 

1. Brief biographical data. 
Dr. Stefcho Marinov Bankov is an established researcher and lecturer in 

the field of security, law and governance, with many years of professional and 
academic experience. He holds several master's degrees in Law (South-West 
University "Neofit Rilski"), in Philosophy (Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski") 
and Public Relations (SWU "Neofit Rilski").  

In 2017, he obtained a PhD degree from Vasil Levski National Military 
University in the professional field 3.7 "Administration and Management", in a 
doctoral program related to security and management outside the material 
production. In 2024, he acquired a second doctoral degree at the Ministry of 
Interior in the field of Law, scientific specialty "Criminology". 

He has significant practical experience in the system of the Ministry of 
Interior and the Military Police. His academic career includes an assistant 
professor at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski" (2019–2024), a part-time 
lecturer at the University of National and World Economy (2024) and an 
assistant/lecturer at the University of Economics and Economics – Plovdiv 
(since 2026). She teaches disciplines in the field of national security, law, 
criminology, forensic science and personal data protection. 

 
2. General description of submitted materials  
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The candidate assistant Dr. Stefcho Bankov participated in the competition 
with the following scientific output: 

 Monographs - 2 issues;  

 Published book based on a defended dissertation – 1 issue; 

 Articles – 2 issues in co-authorship;  

 Scientific reports – 11 issues, of which 1 is independent and 10 are 
co-authored. 

Based on the provided scientometric reference and scientific output, it can 
be categorically assessed that the candidate Dr. Stefcho Bankov meets the 
minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of the the Law on 
the Promotion of Academic Positions for occupying the academic position of 
"Associate Professor" in Field 9 of the Higher Education School "Security and 
Defence". With the required 400 points, I recognize 457.5 points for 
participation in the competition, which exceeds the minimum national 
requirements required by groups of indicators for higher education area 9. 
Security and Defence, Professional Field 9.1. National Security. The thematic 
focus of the publications with which the candidate participates in the 
competition corresponds to the thematic direction of the competition. The 
presented scientific production is sufficient in type and volume to participate in 
the competition. 

 
3. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature  

 The scientific output of Assistant Dr. Stefcho Bankov has been cited by 
authoritative scientists and researchers in various national and international 
scientific journals. The applicant has provided information about the citations 
noticed – a total of 6, of which two citations are in scientific journals 
referencing in world-renowned databases. Most of the citations are in 
collective volumes with scientific review and in periodicals, which is an 
indicator of the recognition of scientific results in the field of governance, 
criminology and security. 

 
4. General characteristics of candidate’s activity  
4.1. Educational and pedagogical activities (work with students and PhD 

students) 
Assistant Professor Dr. Stefcho Bankov has conducted lecture courses for 

students in the Bachelor's and Master's Degrees in the following disciplines: 
"Countering Corruption and Organized Crime", "Countering Trafficking in 
Human Beings and Organized Crime", "Intelligence and Counterintelligence", 
"Financing of National and Regional Projects", "Corruption in the Financing of 
National and Regional Projects", "Theory of National Security". The disciplines 



taught have a direct connection with the main scientific searches and 
professional experience of Assistant Professor. Dr. Stefcho Bankov, which is 
reason to conclude that he applies an innovative and interdisciplinary approach 
in his teaching activities. 

 
4.2. Scientific and applied science activity  
Dr. Stefcho Bankov is a researcher with a clear profile in the field of 

security, law and governance, combining practical experience from the system 
of the Ministry of Interior with active scientific and teaching activities. His 
publications and research interests are focused on current societal challenges 
related to corruption, security and risk management. The candidate's research 
interests include anti-corruption policies and corruption prevention, national 
and cybersecurity, criminology and risk management and countering organized 
crime and terrorism. 

 
4.3. Implementation activities  
The implementation activity of Assist. Dr. Stefcho Bankov is illustrated by 

the application of an interdisciplinary approach in the preparation of lecture 
courses and conducting research in areas related to law, criminology and 
national security. These are essentially scientific results with practical 
application in the field of national security, and in particular criminology, 
forensics, cybersecurity and personal data protection. Of particular practical 
importance is the monograph "Institutional Integrity and Security Management 
in the Context of the Rule of Law. Legal, Criminological and Managerial 
Dimensions of the Prevention of Corruption and Abuse of Power", which 
provides conclusions and recommendations for increasing institutional integrity 
and improving anti-corruption policy. 

 
4.4. Contributions (scientific, scientific, applied) 

I believe that the results of the research work of Assist. Dr. Stefcho Bankov 
can be grouped into three thematic areas, namely: 
 Institutional integrity, anti-corruption policies and security management; 
 Criminology, Crime and Law Enforcement in the Context of National 

Security; 
 Modern security risks, digitalization and new threats. 
Based on the presented publications, several key scientific and applied 

scientific contributions can be outlined as follows: 
 An interdisciplinary scientific concept of institutional integrity as a 

fundamental factor for the effectiveness and sustainability of institutions 
in the security sector has been developed by integrating legal, 



criminological and management approaches and linking it to the 
principle of the rule of law; 

 An integrated theoretical-applied model for security and corruption risk 
management has been created, which systematizes the mechanisms for 
the prevention of corruption and abuse of power in the public sector, 
including through institutional control, transparency and human 
resources management. 

 A criminological framework for analysis of corruption and organized 
crime in the security system has been developed, including the 
identification of the main risk factors, mechanisms of manifestation and 
dependencies between the institutional environment and criminal 
behavior. 

 Practical models for improving law enforcement and inter-institutional 
interaction are substantiated, including through the use of criminal and 
intelligence analysis, optimization of interaction between law 
enforcement agencies and improvement of the use of special intelligence 
means; 

 Scientific and applied solutions have been developed to increase 
institutional efficiency and transparency, including mechanisms for 
managing corruption risk, improving control and accountability, as well 
as optimizing public procurement procedures in the Security and 
Defense sectors. 

 Scientific knowledge has been enriched and innovative approaches have 
been proposed to manage modern and emerging security risks, including 
migration processes, financial crimes, cyber and biosecurity, through the 
development of models for institutional readiness, analytical capacity 
and adaptation to the global and digital environment. 
 

5. Assessment of the applicant's personal contribution  
The overall reading of the candidate's scientific production leaves the 

impression of a consistent and well-built scientist, with a clearly expressed 
connection between theory and practice and orientation to current social and 
global challenges. Particular attention should be paid to the personal 
contribution of the applicant in expanding the understanding of integrity and 
countering corruption in the security system, as well as a comprehensive 
conceptual framework for security management based on institutional 
integrity, effective law enforcement and adaptation to new risks. 

 
    6.Critical remarks  



 Appreciating the expertise and scientific competence of the candidate, I 
would recommend that in the future he publish more independent scientific 
reports and articles to promote his research regarding the need to improve the 
integrity of institutions in the security sector in the face of increasing 
technological challenges. I would also recommend more serious empirical 
validity and systematic use of empirical data, quantitative analyses or applied 
international experience, which could enhance the evidentiary value of the 
conclusions and generalizations made. 
 
Conclusion: 

Taking into account the above, I propose that Assistant Doctor, Dr. 
Stefcho Marinov Bankov, be elected as an "associate professor" in the field of 
higher education 9. "Security and Defence", professional field 9.1 "National 
Security", scientific specialty "Management, Criminology and Security" for the 
needs of the Department of Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism 
at the Department of Economy and Management. 

 
 
02.04.2026           Member of scientific jury:  

             
  ………………….........…......... 

        Professor DSc Maria Ilcheva 
 


