OPINION

by Prof. DSn. Eng. Georgi Atanasov Georgiev, Professor at the University
of Agribusiness and Rural Development — Plovdiv, of the materials submitted
for participation in a competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor in the field of higher education 9. "Security and Defence",
professional field 9.1 "National Security", scientific specialty
"Management, Criminology and Security"

In the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor,
announced in the State Gazette, issue 115 of 30.12.2025. and on the website of
UARD - Plovdiv for the needs of the Department of Regional Development,
Agribusiness and Tourism at the Economics and Management Faculty, as the
only candidate is Assistant Dr. Stefcho Marinov Bankov.

1. Brief curriculum vitae

The candidate in the competition, Dr. Stefcho Marinov Bankov, was born
on April 16, 1969. in the town of Botevgrad. He holds a Master's degree in
Public Relations from Neofit Rilski South-West University (1999).

In 2001 He acquired a Master's degree in Philosophy at Kliment Ohridski
Sofia University. He has a Master's degree in Law from Neofit Rilski South-West
University since 2015.

In 2017 acquires an educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the
field of higher education 3. "Social, Economic and Legal Sciences", professional
field 3.7. "Administration and Management" and in the scientific specialty
"Organization and Management Outside the Sphere of Material Production
(Security and Defense)" after a successful defense of a dissertation on the topic
"Opportunities for Improving Countering Corruption in the Security Sector"
with a training organization "Vasil Levski" National Military University.

In 2024 at the Ministry of Interior Academy he acquired a second
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of higher education 3.
"Social, Economic and Legal Sciences", professional field 3.6. "Law" and in the
scientific specialty "Criminology" with a successful defense of a dissertation on
the topic "Criminological characteristics of corruption in the Ministry of
Interior".

In the period from 2004 to 2024 the candidate has held various positions
in the system of the Ministry of Interior.

For the period from 2019 to November 2024 is an assistant professor at
the Neofit Rilski South-West University, and is currently an assistant doctor at
the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development — Plovdiv.



He has completed training at the ILEA Budapest Specialization in the
International Leadership Program "Contemporary Challenges to Higher
Education".

2. General description of the materials presented
The candidate assistant doctor Stefcho Marinov Bankov participated in
the competition with:
e Monographs — 2 issues;
Papers —11;
Articles — 2 issues;
Studios — 0 units;
e Books — 1 issue.

According to some of the criteria related to academic development, the
candidate's publications can be systematized as follows:

A) By type:

e Articles - 2 issues;

e Papers-—11;

B) By place of publication:

e Papers in collections of scientific papers from international scientific
conferences abroad — 1 issue.

e Articles in national journals - 2 issues.

e Papers in collections of scientific papers from international scientific
conferences in Bulgaria - 9 issues.

e Reports in collections of scientific papers at national scientific
conferences, sessions and seminars abroad - 2 issues.

C) According to the language of publication (issue):

e In English - 2 pieces;

e In Bulgarian - 11 issues.

D) According to authorship:

e Single - 2 pieces;

e With one co-author — 8 issues;

e With three or more co-authors — 3 pieces.

The scientific production, as well as the other documents with which Dr.
Bankov applied for the competition, meet the requirements of the current
legislation. The applicant not only meets the minimum scientometric
requirements (MSR), but significantly exceeds them. The point equivalent of
the indicators of these requirements shall be expressed as follows:



Indicator group Minimum number of points Applicant points
A 50 50
B 100 100
r 200 237,5
a 50 70
Total 400 457,5

3. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature
(known citations)

The candidate assistant Dr. Stefcho Marinov Bankov declared a total of
six citations during his participation in the competition, two of which were in
journals refereed and indexed in an international database. The other four are
in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review. The declared
citations form a point equivalent of 70 points in indicator group "4" of the
MSR.

In addition to the declared six citations that he applied for participation
in the competition, Dr. Bankov declared in his CV a total of 332 (three hundred
and thirty-two) citations.

4. General characteristics of the applicant's activity

4.1. Educational and pedagogical activity (work with students and PhD
students)

The candidacy of Dr. Stefcho Bankov is a good example of combining
theory and practice, academic knowledge with practical professional
experience. In parallel with his professional development, Dr. Bankov has
accepted the challenge of paying attention and making an effort to share the
acquired knowledge and skills with students and lecturers in higher education
institutions in Bulgaria. In accordance with the requirements of the educational
standards, he acquired not one, but two "Doctor" degrees, taught classes as a
part-time lecturer and held the first academic position of "Assistant" at the
Neofit Rilski South-West University, the University of National and World
Economy — Sofia and University of Agribusiness and Rural Development —
Plovdiv. He complements his competencies with a total of three master's
degrees - in public relations, in philosophy and law, with a qualification in
"Lawyer". His professional path is long and is related to the disciplines he
teaches.



The candidate teaches in the following disciplines: "Countering
Corruption and Organized Crime", "Countering Trafficking in Human Beings and
Organized Crime", "Intelligence and Counterintelligence", "Financing of
National and Regional Projects", "Corruption in the Financing of National and
Regional Projects", "Theory of National Security", "Criminology".

| believe that in the information age, which requires interdisciplinary
knowledge, this is the profile that every university lecturer should build, along
with their academic development within the meaning of the Higher Education
Act, the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria and the Regulations for the Implementation of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

| am not aware that the candidate has proven plagiarism in scientific
papers in accordance with the law.

At the moment, there is no signal for plagiarism or violations in the
procedure of the competition, under the procedure of the Law on Plagiarism
and the Law on Plagiarism.

4.2. Scientific and applied scientific activities

Dr. Bankov's scientific and applied research activities are focused on the
field of national security, law, criminology, forensics and GDPR. Sub-areas of
research and research in the field of national security in this context are
terrorism, counter-terrorism and cybersecurity.

The candidate's research and interests in these scientific fields and
subfields are characterized by an interdisciplinary approach, which combines
the achievements of legal science, criminology and management theory. The
main research areas include:

e institutional integrity and security management;

e countering corruption and abuse of power in the security sector;

e criminological characteristics of corruption and organized crime;
strategic management of corruption risk in the public sector;

¢ legal and managerial aspects of the use of special intelligence means;

e management of migration processes;

e development of analytical and information systems in the security
sector;

e new national security challenges in the context of globalisation,
including risks related to cybersecurity and biosecurity.

4.3. Deployment activity
The candidate, Dr. Stefcho Bankov, does not provide documents for
evaluation to certify the results of his scientific developments introduced into



practice. Dr. Bankov's long-term professional experience in the system of the
Ministry of Interior (since 2004), however, provides a direct link between his
scientific research and the practice of law enforcement agencies. The results
achieved and, most of all, the recommendations formulated in his scientific
works for improving the counteraction to corruption, corruption risk
management and institutional control, have the potential for practical
application in the institutions of the security sector. Their introduction into
practice is a decision of the management of the responsible institutions. It is
also important, of course, to what extent the achieved generalizations,
systematizations, conclusions and results are promoted by their author.
Therefore, my recommendation at the end of my opinion is related to this.

4.4. Contributions (scientific, applied science, applied)

| accept the following contributions of the candidate:

SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

A) In the area of institutional integrity and security management:

1. An interdisciplinary scientific concept of institutional integrity as a key
factor for the sustainability and effectiveness of institutions in the security
sector has been developed;

2. A theoretical link between institutional integrity and the principle of
the rule of law is substantiated, and it is proved that institutional integrity is an
essential element of the effective functioning of public administration and
ensures the sustainability of the national security system.

B) Countering corruption in the Security and Defense sectors:

1. A criminological analysis of corruption in security institutions has been
carried out, identifying the main social, institutional and managerial factors
generating corruption risk;

2. A criminological model for the prevention of corruption in security
institutions has been developed, which includes a system of institutional, legal
and management mechanisms to limit corrupt practices;

3. A concept for strategic management of corruption risk in the system of
the Ministry of Interior has been developed, aimed at integrating management
and analytical mechanisms for prevention.

C) Fight against organised crime:

1. The criminological characteristics of organized crime in Bulgaria are
analyzed and the need for more effective institutional interaction between law
enforcement agencies is deduced;



2. The impact of migratory pressure on national security is studied, and
the institutional and managerial challenges facing state authorities are
analyzed;

3. The role of criminal and intelligence analysis as a tool for security
management is examined, with an emphasis on the analytical capacity of
institutions.

SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED CONTRIBUTIONS
A) In the area of institutional integrity and security management:

1. Measures have been proposed to increase the institutional resilience
of the security agencies by improving management practices.

2. Strategic guidelines have been formulated to strengthen public trust
in security institutions.

3. Practical guidelines for improving institutional control in the system
of the Ministry of Interior have been developed, aimed at increasing the
transparency and accountability of institutions.

B) Countering corruption in the Security and Defense sectors:

1. A model for improving the system for combating corruption in the
security sector is proposed, which includes a complex of managerial,
organizational and regulatory mechanisms.

2. Mechanisms for managing corruption risk in law enforcement
institutions, including risk monitoring and analysis systems, are proposed.

3. Measures have been proposed to increase transparency in public
procurement in the Security and Defense sectors.

C) Fight against organised crime:

1. Guidelines have been developed to improve the management of
migration processes in the context of national security.

2. A model for the use of criminal and intelligence analysis in security
management is proposed.

3. Governance solutions for countering financial crimes and money
laundering are proposed.

5. Assessment of the applicant's personal contribution

Based on:

e the sequence and physical time in which the scientific papers were
published;

e the materials provided under the competition;



e the fact that the applicant does not have plagiarism in the scientific
papers proven in accordance with the statutory procedure,

| believe that the results of the scientific research presented in
monographs, scientific articles and reports at national and international
scientific forums are undoubtedly the personal work of the candidate. They
have the characteristics of creativity with theoretical significance and practical
applicability.

The candidate exceeds the minimum scientometric requirements for
occupying the academic position of "Associate Professor".

6. Critical remarks

| have no critical remarks to the candidate. | recommend reformulating
the contributions and reducing them to a smaller number. Optimized in this
way, they will be much easier to perceive when they are promoted among
academia and representatives of practice, which | recommend the candidate to
do even more persistently, both in an international format and in our country.

7. Conclusion:

Taking into account the above, | believe that the application meets the
requirements of the RASDB, RSPASRB, HEI and the regulations of the VUARD,
I give my POSITIVE ASSESSMENT and propose that Assistant Dr. Stefcho
Marinov Bankov be elected and take the academic position of Associate
Professor in the field of higher education 9. "Security and Defence",
professional field 9.1 "National Security", scientific specialty "Management,
Criminology and Security" for the needs of the Department of Regional
Development, Agribusiness and Tourism at the Economy and Management
Faculty.

.___.2026 Chiarmen of the Jury:

Prof. Doctor of Science Eng. Georgi Georgiev



