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OPINION
by
Associate Professor PhD Deyan Minkov Hadzhiyski

University of Agribusiness and Rural Development — Plovdiv

regarding the materials submitted for participation in a competition

for the academic position of “Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 9.
“Security and Defence”, professional field 9.1 “National Security”, scientific specialty
“Management, Criminology and Security”

In the competition for the academic position of “Associate Professor”, announced in the
State Gazette, issue 115 0f30.12.2025 and on the website of UARD — Plovdiv, for the needs of
the Department of “Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism” at the Department of
Economics and Management, the candidate Assistant PhD Stefcho Marinov Bankov is

participating.

1. Brief biographical data

The candidate, PhD Stefan Marinov Bankov, was born on April 16, 1969, in the town
of Botevgrad. He holds higher education degrees in several fields — Public Relations,
Philosophy, and Law, obtained at the South-West University “Neofit Rilski” and Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

In 2017, he successfully defended his PhD at the National Military University “Vasil
Levski” in Veliko Tarnovo in the professional field 3.7 Administration and Management, with
a dissertation on “Opportunities for Improving Anti-Corruption Measures in the Management

of the Security Sector”.
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In 2024, he obtained a second PhD degree from the Academy of the Ministry of Interior
in Sofia, in the professional field 3.6 Law, with a dissertation on “Criminological Characteristics
of Corruption in the Ministry of Interior”.

His professional experience includes long-term service in the Ministry of Interior,
alongside the development of an academic career as an Assistant Professor, teaching at several
universities, including South-West University “Neofit Rilski”, the University of National and

World Economy, and the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development in Plovdiv.

His scientific and teaching interests are mainly focused on national security, law,

criminology, criminalistics, and anti-corruption.

2. General description of the submitted materials

The candidate participates in the competition with:

- Monographs — 2

- Conference papers — 11

- Articles — 2
- Studies — 0
- Books — 1

The submitted scientific publications are in the fields of national security, law,
criminology, criminalistics, and anti-corruption. Their number and type meet the minimum
national requirements set out in the Academic Staff Development Act and its implementing
regulations.

At the time of preparing this opinion, there is no information that would cast doubt on

the authenticity of the candidate’s publications.

3. Impact of the candidate’s publications (citations)

The identified citations in monographs and peer-reviewed collective volumes indicate

the candidate’s academic recognition. Together with citations and reviews in non-indexed peer-



reviewed journals, the candidate meets the minimum national requirements for the position of

Associate Professor.

4. General assessment of the candidate’s activity

4.1. Teaching activity

The candidate has been teaching since 2019 at several higher education institutions. His
practical experience helps students acquire knowledge more easily and effectively in the

disciplines he teaches.

4.2. Scientific and applied research activity
The submitted publications show that the candidate is actively working in the fields of

national security, law, criminology, criminalistics, and anti-corruption.

4.3. Implementation activity
I am not aware of implemented results of the candidate’s research in practice, but I
believe they contain significant potential for practical application, especially in crisis situations

related to national security threats.

4.4. Contributions (scientific and applied)

The scientific contributions reveal a consistent and well-structured research activity
focused on national security, criminology, and management. A key emphasis is placed on
institutional integrity and anti-corruption as essential factors for the effective functioning of

public institutions.

Concrete recommendations and mechanisms have been developed for improving
institutional control, managing corruption risks, and enhancing cooperation between law
enforcement agencies. This gives the research high applicability in the real practice of security

sector institutions.

5. Assessment of the candidate’s personal contribution
I consider the contributions to be the candidate’s personal work. His scientific activity
is characterized by interdisciplinarity, relevance, and a balance between theoretical and applied

results. The achieved contributions have significant potential both for the development of
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scientific knowledge and for improving practices in national security and public sector

management.

6. Critical remarks

I have no substantial remarks regarding the candidate’s research and teaching activities.
I recommend that in future research, the candidate should publish more in international
databases such as Scopus and Web of Science, which would contribute to wider dissemination

of results and increased citation impact.

7. Conclusion

According to the scientometric criteria, the candidate PhD Stefcho Marinov Bankov
fully meets the minimum national requirements under Article 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the
Academic Staff Development Act and its implementing regulations, as well as the internal
regulations of UARD.

Based on the above, I propose that Assistant PhD Stefcho Marinov Bankov be elected
to the academic position of Associate Professor in the field of higher education 9. “Security and
Defence”, professional field 9.1 “National Security”, scientific specialty “Management,
Criminology and Security” for the needs of the Department of “Regional Development,

Agribusiness and Tourism” at the Department of Economics and Management.
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