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STATEMENT

of Assoc. Prof. PhD Petar Plamenov Petkov
(field of higher education: 3. "Social, economic and legal sciences",
professional field: 3.8 "Economics”,
scientific specialty "Finance, money circulation, credit and insurance”,
at the Higher School of Agribusiness and Regional Development, Plovdiv),

for the materials submitted for participation
in a competition for the academic position of "associate professor",
in the field of higher education 3. "Social, economic and legal sciences",
professional field professional field 3.8 "Economics", scientific specialty " Economics
and management (agribusiness) "

In the competition for the academic position "Associate Professor",
announced in the State Gazette, issue No. 89 of 24.10.2025 and on the website of the
University of Agricultural and Rural Development - Plovdiv for the needs of the
Department of "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" in the
Department of Economics and Management, with Chief Assistant Professor PhD
Petar Dimitrov Dzhandarmov participating as only one candidate.

1. BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

The candidate, Chief Assistant Professor PhD Petar Dimitrov Dzhandarmov was
born in Yambol in 1980. His education includes two bachelor's degrees from the
University of National and World Economy - Sofia (marketing and informatics), a
master's degree from Thracian University - Stara Zagora, as well as a master's degree
in real estate development from the University of Westminster - London (2017-2020).
He holds an educational and scientific degree "doctor”, awarded by the Institute of
Agrarian Economics - Sofia. Since 2024 he has been a chief assistant, PhD at the
VUARR - Plovdiv.

His professional experience includes many years of work in the UK (2003-
2020) as a manager at CCS—Group, as well as work as a lecturer (2010-2012) at the
Private Enterprise “Business College” — Yambol, where he teaches classes in
information technology and economic disciplines. From 2021 to the present, he has
been working in the UK at the National Valuation Agency as an appraiser, with main
functions in data analysis and real estate valuation.

The combination of academic training in economics and informatics,
professional experience in the field of property valuation and scientific specialization
in agrarian economics forms an interdisciplinary profile that is relevant to the topics
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of the presented scientific papers, especially to the comparative analysis of the
agricultural land market.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE MATERIALS PROVIDED
Candidate Chief Assistant Professor PhD Petar Dzhandarmov participates in
the competition with:
e Monographs — 1 issue;
e Reports —9 issues;
e Articles — 6 issues;
e Studios — 0 units;
e Books—1issue.
From the attached publications it is established that the candidate's scientific
production can be grouped into seven areas:
e agricultural economics and management;
economics and operation of agricultural machinery;
technical provision and mechanization;
risk management and sustainability;
optimization and operation of equipment;
economic efficiency and investment planning;
comparative analysis of the agricultural property market in Bulgaria and

the UK.

2. REFLECTION OF THE CANDIDATE'S SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS IN THE
LITERATURE (KNOWN CITATIONS)

The complete documentation submitted for the competition includes a
reference for bibliographic citation of scientific publications, the author of which is
Chief Assistant Professor PhD Dzhandarmouv. It is clear from it that the works of the
candidate for the academic position of "associate professor" have been cited 6 times,
of which citations in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review - 5
times and citations or reviews in non-refereed journals with scientific review - 1 time.

3. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CANDIDATE'S ACTIVITY

4.1. Educational and pedagogical activities

The academic position held by the candidate gives him the opportunity to
develop teaching and pedagogical activities as a lecturer in a number of disciplines
included in the curricula of the VUARR.

4.2. Scientific and applied scientific activities

The candidate possesses scientific and applied scientific potential for teaching
and developing disciplines in the following areas: agricultural economics; agribusiness
management; resource economics and investment analysis; risk management in the



agricultural sector; economics and exploitation of agricultural machinery; sustainable
development and cooperative models.

The candidate's scientific publications submitted for participation in the
competition show that they are the result of the candidate's scientific work in the
field of agricultural management. Regarding the diverse and concentrated teaching
and research work of PhD Dzhandarmov, | believe that he meets the quantitative
and qualitative requirements for occupying the academic position of "associate
professor" of the VUARR.

4.3. Implementation activity

The candidate's implementation activity is characterized by a high degree of
practical applicability and institutional relevance. The developed analytical tools
would find implementation in economic efficiency and investment planning,
regarding risk management and sustainability of agriculture. There is a demonstrable
transfer of scientific knowledge to practice, which covers the minimum requirements
for holding the academic position of "associate professor".

4.4. Contributions

The scientific contributions of Chief Assistant Professor PhD Dzhandarmov can
be summarized as follows:

e scientific and theoretical — application of a comparative institutional
approach and introduction of transaction costs as a key factor;

e scientific and applied — solutions for optimization, cooperative use of
technology, digitalization and monitoring;

e methodological — development of a system of indicators and
methodologies for rational provision;

¢ interdisciplinary — connecting the economics of technology with human
capital, training and social dimensions.

The topic of the publications is highly relevant due to the pressure on
agriculture from climate change, rising energy and resource prices, the need for
modernization, dependence on European programs and technological
transformation. The candidate addresses these problems systematically and offers
solutions with practical applicability.

Its contributions combine: conceptual and methodological upgrading;
development of applicable tools and methodologies; current focus on risk,
sustainability and digitalization; significant conclusions regarding the cooperative
model and the role of European funding; interdisciplinary approach by including
social and personnel aspects.

The publications submitted by the candidate have been published in
established national scientific journals with an editorial board. They do not repeat
those submitted for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "doctor".
The quality of the works from a linguistic point of view is at the required level.



In summary, it can be confirmed that his scientific contributions are original,
scientifically sound, and applicable in practice.

4. EVALUATION OF THE CANDIDATE'S PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION

The personal contribution of Chief Assistant Professor PhD Dzhandarmov is
scientifically sound, clearly identifiable and thematically sustainable.

In view of this, the presented contributions, with which | agree, can be
assessed as substantial and fully consistent with the requirements for holding the
academic position of "associate professor" in the professional field 3.8. Economics.

5. CRITICAL NOTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In this opinion, | have no critical remarks about the candidate, Chief Assistant
Professor PhD Dzhandarmov.

| would, however, allow myself to make a few recommendations that are
constructive and aimed at supporting the candidate's future scientific development,
namely:

e to show, to an even greater extent, the quantitative empirical validity of
some of the conclusions (econometric models, statistical tests, significance of the
results);

e to link his future works to international scientific literature through a
broader comparison and positioning against European and global research;

e to demonstrate the potential for further deepening, through scenario
modeling, by developing a more detailed financial framework;

e in future developments, expand the thematic focus to agricultural policy,
sustainable financing, green investments;

e to focus research on cooperatives on the potential for expansion with
econometric models, which would increase international scientific visibility;

e to focus its efforts on publications in reputable journals, refereed and
indexed in global databases such as Scopus and Web of Science;

The above recommendations do not change the overall positive assessment
of the candidate's scientific output and contributions.

6. OVERALL ASSESSMENT

The candidate meets the relevant minimum national requirements under
Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of the Act on the Promotion of Agricultural and Rural
Development. Based on the submitted materials, it is established that Chief Asst.
Prof. PhD Petar Dzhandarmov has a clearly recognizable scientific profile in the field
of economics and agribusiness management, develops current scientific directions
with practical significance, has scientific and applied scientific contributions, offers
methodological and management solutions applicable to Bulgarian agriculture, and
expands his scientific activity to comparative international analyses.



7. CONCLUSION

Considering the above, | propose Chief Assistant Professor Petar Dimitrov
Dzhandarmov to be elected as an "associate professor" in the field of higher
education 3. "Social, economic and legal sciences", professional field professional
field 3.8 "Economics", scientific specialty "Economics and management
(agribusiness)" for the needs of the Department " Regional Development,
Agribusiness and Tourism " in the Department of Economics and Management.

20.02.2026 Prepared the opinion:......ccccceevevvenverienenne.

Plovdiv Assoc. Prof. PhD Petar Petkov



