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                                               O P I N I O N  

 
 

From:                         Prof. Valentina Lyubenova Nikolova-Alexieva, PhD 

                                    University of Food Technology - Plovdiv, 

                                    Professional field 3.8 . Economics,  Scientific specialty  

                                    "Economics and Management" (Business Economics 

                                     and corporate governance) 

 

Subject:                competition for  Associate Professor in an area of higher  

                                     education 3. Social, economic and legal sciences, professional  

                                     direction 3.8. Economics , scientific specialty " Audit and financial 

                                     control", announced from  UARD -Plovdiv  

 

 

 

1. Competition information 

               The competition has been announced for needs on Department of Economics and 

Finance at Faculty of Economics and Management on In the State Gazette, issue No. 

89/24.10.2025. In composition on scientific jury by the competition participate, according to 

Order on The Rector of UARD - Plovdiv. 

 

 

          2. General characteristic on scientific research and applied science activity on the 

candidate. 

        The candidate, Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov Dimitrov has submitted 

a total of 12 scientific papers , in addition to those used for the ONS "Doctor". Their structure 

is as follows: 

 Monograph - 2 copies (independent in Bulgarian); 

 Book based on dissertation work – 1 (standalone in Bulgarian); 

 Articles – 1 pc . (independent Bulgarian language published in non-refereed 

journals with scientific review ); 

 Scientific reports – 8 pcs . (independent, of which 6 in Bulgarian and the 

remaining 2 in English, published in non-refereed journals with scientific 

review); 

The following are also presented for participation in the competition: 

 Citations in publications referenced and indexed in the global databases 

Scopus and WoS – 1 issues 

 Citations in non-refereed journals with scientific review – 8 issues 

 

 



 

 2 

 

    According to the attached report with scientometric indicators, the scientific output of 

Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov Dimitrov meets the national minimum 

requirements for holding the academic position " Associate Professor" in Scientific Area 3. 

Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional Field 3.8. Economics. 
 

 

No. Indicator group 

Number of points 

Required points for Associate 

Professor 

Points scored 

K. Dimitrov 

1 A 50 50 

2 B - - 

3 In 100 100 

4 G 200 265 

5 D 50 55 

6 E - - 

 TOTAL: 400 470 

                                                                         

 

2.1. Fulfillment of quantitative requirements 

            The candidate meets all mandatory conditions under Art. 24 of the ZRARB and the 

additional requirements of the VUARR, pursuant to Art. 15, para. 1 of the PPRAZRB and Art. 

53 of the ZRASRB. 

            Regarding the requirement for an acquired ESD "Doctor " ( Art. 53, paragraph 1 of 

the PPZRASRB ) - in 2018, Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov defended a 

dissertation on the topic: " Bank Lending in Bulgaria after EU Accession " and acquired the 

ONS "Doctor" in the scientific specialty "Finance, Insurance and Provision" at the University 

of Insurance and Finance - Sofia. 

           Regarding the requirement for minimum academic experience (Art. 53. para. 2 of the 

PPZRASRB) - the total work experience of Dr. Kiril Dimitrov is about 2 years. After winning 

a competition in 2024, he was appointed as a chief assistant at the UARD. Apparently, the 

candidate fully meets the legal requirement for a minimum academic experience of two years. 

          Regarding the requirement for a published monographic work (Art. 53. para. 3 of the 

PPZRASRB) – the candidate has presented a habilitation thesis on the topic " The Impact of the 

Digital Economy on the Evolution of Auditing: Trends and Consequences ". The thesis was 

reviewed by two highly respected reviewers in scientific circles and was published in 2025 in 

the renowned publishing house "Talant" - Plovdiv. The topic of the monographic work, the 

object, subject and time period to which it refers, do not imply overlap with the candidate's 

dissertation work, which meets the legal requirement of Art. 24, para. 1, item 3 of the 

ZRASRB. 

       In addition, he has presented another monographic work on the topic: "Auditing 

Cryptoassets and Blockchain Transactions: Regulatory Challenges and Methodology", in the 

field of competition, published in 2025. 
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         With regard to the requirement to meet the relevant minimum national criteria and the 

requirements under Art. 1a, para. 2; (Art. 53. para. 4 of the PPZRASRB) - the candidate has 

achieved a total of 470 points (from indicators: A- 50 points; B-100 points; D-265 points; E- 

55 points), which exceeds the required threshold of 400 points. 

        Regarding the requirement that there be no plagiarism proven in accordance with the 

statutory procedure in scientific works (Art. 53, para. 5 of the PPZRASRB) - none has been 

established. 

        Regarding the additional requirements of the UARD - Dr. Dimitrov meets all additional 

quantitative requirements, as evident from the attached references.  

       

        2.2. Fulfillment of quality requirements 

         Kiril Dimitrov is also a recognizable researcher with contributions in the field of 

agrarian economics. He also has an established image in the country. His repeated participation 

in national and international forums is proof of his potential to develop and his desire to affirm 

his qualities. It is important to note that Dr. Kiril Dimitrov also has proven practical 

experience, which strengthens the connection "research - business - university". 

         Based on all of the above, regarding the diverse and in-depth teaching and research work 

of Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov, I believe that he meets the quantitative and 

qualitative requirements. for the academic position of "Associate Professor" at the UARD. 

 

           3. Evaluation of teaching and learning activities 

              Dr. Kiril Dimitrov has provided teaching workload , which answers on accepted annual 

standard in the UARD. By the specifics on the professional direction are covered the minimum 

30 hours lectures . 

            Dr. Dimitrov has conducted lectures and exercises at the University of Applied 

Sciences and Arts in Plovdiv in the following academic disciplines: "International Auditing 

Standards", "International Accounting Standards", "Project Audit", "Financial Statement 

Audit", "Accounting in the Intangible Sphere" and "Bank Accounting". 

           Everything up to this point gives reason to conclude that Senior Assistant Professor Dr. 

Dimitrov has acquired sufficient experience and routine and evidence of professionalism in his 

teaching work. It should be noted that he has accumulated practical experience, which reflects 

on his teaching style and creates additional applied attractiveness of his knowledge. 

 

4. Basic contributions 

           The publications contain a number of theoretical, methodological and scientific-applied 

achievements and contributions of varying degrees of significance for economic science and 

business practice: 

 

 Scientific contributions include : 

 An in-depth theoretical analysis of the nature, characteristics and main 

manifestations of the digital economy has been carried out, clarifying its impact on 

audit processes, tools and organizational models of audit; 

 The evolution of auditing practices in the context of digitalization is analyzed, 
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justifying the transition from traditional, periodic auditing to proactive, continuous 

and data-based auditing; 

 New requirements for the professional competencies of auditors have been 

identified, resulting from the implementation of technologies such as artificial 

intelligence, big data analysis and blockchain ; 

 A comprehensive analysis of the nature, characteristics and types of cryptoassets , 

as well as the principles of functioning of blockchain technology, has been carried 

out, clarifying their impact on financial reporting and audit procedures; 

 The regulatory regimes and international standards applicable to crypto-assets and 

blockchain transactions (IFRS, ISA, MiCA Regulation , FATF guidelines, etc.) 

have been systematized, identifying the main gaps and inconsistencies in the 

regulatory framework; 

 cryptoassets have been identified and classified , including risks regarding 

existence, ownership, valuation, completeness, security and regulatory compliance; 

 The challenges and difficulties in the implementation of International Auditing 

Standards in Bulgaria are analyzed, taking into account the influence of the 

regulatory and institutional environment on the quality of the audit; 

 The problems related to the adaptation of international standards to the national 

economic and legal context and the resulting risks to the comparability and 

reliability of audit reviews have been studied; 

 The role of transparent and reliable financial reporting as a factor in building trust 

among investors and stakeholders is examined, and mechanisms for enhancing 

accountability and integrity in corporate practices are analyzed, including the role 

of internal control and audit. 

 

 To scientific and applied Contributions include: 

 A conceptual design has been developed model for assessment on the influence on 

digital technologies on quality , efficiency and reliability on the auditors checks , 

which integrates technological , organizational and professional factors ; 

 Analyzed are ethical and regulatory challenges related to automation on the auditors 

activities and the use on intelligent audit instruments , as it is justified the necessity 

from adaptation on the professional standards and ethical rules ; 

 An integrated system has been developed methodological frame for audit on 

cryptoassets and blockchain transactions , covering the stages on planning , 

assessment on risk , choice on audit procedures and collection on audit evidence ; 

 Suggested are specific audit techniques for verification on blockchain transactions , 

including use on blockchain explorers, cryptography verification , analysis on smart 

contracts and approaches for proof on reserves (Proof of Reserves); 

 The need is justified from adaptation on the internal and the external audit to 

decentralized financial environment , such as are formulated practically guidelines 

for auditors , regulators and control organs ; 

 Impact assessed of IFRS 9 on financial reporting and management on credit risk , 

such as are analyzed the consequences for the auditor practice and internal financial 
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control ; 

 Formulated are practically guidelines for increase on quality on the audit and for 

more effectively application on international accounting and auditing standards ; 

 The need is justified from integration on the principles on sustainable development 

and ESG criteria in accounting and auditing practice and are revealed the possibilities 

for use on the audit as tool for increase on corporate responsibility and long-term 

sustainability on organizations . 

           

    5. Significance of contributions to science and practice 

        The candidate's works contain original scientific and applied contributions, a 

representative part of which has been published in journals and scientific collections published 

by well-known academic publishing houses. His theoretical developments have practical 

applicability, some of which are directly oriented towards academic work. 

 

     6. Critical remarks and recommendations 

           I have no critical remarks, but I would like to make some recommendations: 
 I recommend that the candidate publish studies in the direction and field of his/her 

scientific research. 

 In order to promote his scientific work among the international academic community, I 

recommend that he increase his publications in refereed and indexed publications in global 

databases. 

 In order to improve the learning process, I recommend that the candidate make efforts to 

develop independent textbooks and teaching aids in the disciplines he/she teaches and for 

which he/she will be the titular teacher at the Plovdiv Institute of Advanced Study and 

Research. 

           

       7. Conclusion 

Based on the above, I can summarize that there is a convincing candidacy for the 

academic position of "Associate Professor" at the UARD. Senior Asst. Prof. Dr. Kiril Dimitrov 

is a scientist with great potential, combining scientific research with practical and applied 

activities, who has also proven his achievements in teaching and learning. 

        The competition documents testify that both the quantitative and qualitative criteria of the 

UARD for occupying the academic position of "Associate Professor" have been met. 

        

        With full conviction, I give my POSITIVE assessment and recommend to the other 

esteemed members of the Scientific Jury to vote "FOR" awarding the academic position 

"Associate Professor" to Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov Dimitrov, in 

Scientific Area 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional Direction 3.8. 

Economics, Scientific Specialty "Audit and Financial Control". 

 

21.02.2026                                            Prepared by: 

Plovdiv 

                                                                         / Prof. V. Nikolova-Alexieva, PhD / 


