OPINION

by Prof. DSc (Econ.) Virginia Ivanova Zhelyazkova
Economic Research Institute at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

on the materials submitted for participation in a competition
for the academic position of “Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 3. “Social,
Economic and Legal Sciences”, professional field 3.8 “Economics”, scientific specialty “Audit
and Financial Control”

In the competition for the academic position of “Associate Professor”, announced in State Gazette,
issue 89 of 24.10.2025 and on the website of UARD - Plovdiv for the needs of the Department of
“Economics and Finance” in the Department of Economics and Management, the candidate
participating is Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov Dimitrov.

1. Brief biographical data

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov Dimitrov was born on 11.01.1989 in the city of
Plovdiv. He holds a Master’s degree in “Business and Financial Control”, as well as the educational
and scientific degree “Doctor”, obtained in 2018 at the Higher School of Insurance and Finance -
Sofia, in the field of higher education “Economics”, with a dissertation titled “Bank Lending in
Bulgaria after the Accession to the EU”.

His professional career combines academic and expert activity. He has held managerial and expert
positions in the banking sector and audit practice, including in commercial banks and audit
companies. Currently, he is Chief Assistant Professor at the University of Agribusiness and Rural
Development, where he teaches disciplines related to International Accounting Standards,
International Auditing Standards, Financial Statement Audit, Banking Accounting and others.

The combination of academic training and practical experience in the field of audit and financial
control creates a solid basis for his development in research and teaching activities.

2. General description of the submitted materials
The candidate participates in the competition with the following scientific output:

* Monographs - 2;
* Book based on a dissertation - 1;
* Papers - 8.

Among the main scientific works the following should be highlighted:

1. The monograph “The Impact of the Digital Economy on the Evolution of Audit: Trends and
Consequences” (2025);

2. The monograph “Audit of Cryptoassets and Blockchain Transactions: Regulatory
Challenges and Methodology” (2025);



3. The book “Bank Lending in Bulgaria after the Accession to the EU” (2025), developed on
the basis of a successfully defended dissertation.

In addition, publications in scientific collections and conference proceedings are presented, some
of which with international participation, addressing issues of the application of International
Accounting and Auditing Standards, digitalization of audit, internal control and financial reporting.

A reference for original scientific contributions is also presented, in which the thematic areas and
the specific scientific results are systematically outlined.

The candidate fulfills the national minimum requirements for holding the academic position of
“Associate Professor” in PF 3.8 Economics.

3. Impact of the candidate’s scientific publications in the literature (known citations)

According to the submitted information, the candidate’s publications have 13 citations as of
December 2025. This indicates the presence of scientific recognition and interest in the developed
issues within the academic community, although at a stage of forming broader impact.

Considering the relatively short period after the publication of part of the main monographic works
(2025), an expansion of their citation in the future may be expected, especially in the context of the
growing interest in audit under conditions of digital transformation and cryptoassets.

4. General characteristics of the candidate’s activity
4.1. Educational and teaching activity

The candidate carries out active teaching activity at UARD, delivering courses in the field of
International Accounting Standards, International Auditing Standards, Financial Statement Audit,
Project Audit and Banking Accounting.

The topics of the taught courses correspond to the scientific specialty “Audit and Financial Control”
and demonstrate consistency between research and teaching activity. His practical experience in
the banking sector and audit contributes to the application of a case-based and practice-oriented
approach in teaching.

4.2. Scientific and scientific-applied activity
The candidate’s scientific activity is concentrated in three main directions:
1. Audit in the conditions of the digital economy;
2. Audit of cryptoassets and blockchain transactions;
3. Application and adaptation of International Accounting and Auditing Standards.

Particularly significant is the developed integrated methodological framework for audit of
cryptoassets and blockchain transactions, which combines classical auditing principles with



technological tools for verification. The topic is current, with a high degree of novelty for the
Bulgarian scientific literature.

In the monographic works there is an effort towards conceptual generalization, systematization of
risks and formulation of practically applicable models.

4.3. Implementation activity

The practical engagement of the candidate as a financial controller and participant in audit
structures implies the possibility of transferring scientific results into real practice. Although no
formalized evidence of implementation of specific models is presented, his professional activity
indicates the applicability of the developed concepts.

4.4. Contributions
The scientific contributions may be defined as:

* Theoretical - systematization of the impact of the digital economy on audit and classification of
audit risks related to cryptoassets;

» Methodological - development of an integrated model for audit of cryptoassets and blockchain
transactions;

* Scientific-applied - formulation of practical guidelines for adaptation of audit to the digital
environment.

5. Evaluation of the candidate’s personal contribution

The submitted monographs are independent works. The publications are predominantly single-
authored, which allows the personal contribution of the candidate to be clearly identified. The
scientific output is thematically concentrated and consistent, with a clearly outlined research line.

6. Critical remarks
In the future development of the candidate’s scientific activity it would be desirable:

* expansion of publication activity in international peer-reviewed journals indexed in international
databases;

* deepening of empirical research and quantitative analyses;

* increasing international visibility and participation in research projects.

These remarks are of a recommendatory nature and do not diminish the value of the presented
scientific results.

7. Conclusion

On the basis of the submitted materials, scientific works and the reference for contributions, I
consider that Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov Dimitrov meets the national minimum
requirements under the Academic Staff Development Act in the Republic of Bulgaria and the



Regulations for its implementation for holding the academic position of “Associate Professor” in
professional field 3.8 Economics.

Taking into account the above, I propose Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Kiril Dimitrov Dimitrov to
be elected as “Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 3. “Social, Economic and Legal
Sciences”, professional field 3.8 “Economics”, scientific specialty “Audit and Financial Control”
for the needs of the Department of “Economics and Finance” in the Department of Economics and
Management.

Member of the scientific jury:

/Prof. DSc (Econ.) Virginia Zhelyazkova/
20.02.2026



