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REVIEW

Prof. Dr. Dimo Atanasov Atanasov
Agricultural University — Plovdiv
of the materials submitted for participation in a competition for occupying the academic
position of “Professor” in the field of higher education 3.0 “Social, Economic and Legal
Sciences”, professional field 3.7 “Administration and Management”, and scientific
specialty “Cultural Anthropology and Strategic Management.”

In the competition for the academic position “Professor”, announced in the State
Gazette, issue 89/24.10.2025, for the needs of the Department of Regional Development,
Agribusiness and Tourism at the Department of Economics and Management, Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Krasimir Romanov Asenov is participating as a candidate.

Brief biographical data

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Asenov has graduated, Bachelor’s degree in “Public
Administration” from the Technical University of Gabrovo, where he studied from 2002
to 2005. He has also obtained a Master’s degree in “Crisis and Conflict Management”
from the same university in the period 2006 — 2007. In 2017, he defended his doctoral
dissertation at the Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski‘ in the Area of Higher Education
3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional Field 3.1 Sociology, Anthropology
and Cultural Sciences, Scientific Specialty: Ethnology.

Krasimir Asenov has started his professional career in 2007. He has extensive
experience in the municipal administration of Plovdiv. Between 2007 and 2010, he
worked as an expert in European programs and social activities in the Eastern District.
From 2010 to 2015, he served as Head of the Social Policy Department of the
Municipality of Plovdiv. In the period 2015 — 2018, he was Deputy Mayor of the Northern
District, and later of the Trakia District.

Since 2020, he has been appointed as a lecturer at the University
of Agribusiness and Rural Development, where he was subsequently elected Associate
Professor in Cultural Anthropology and Social Management.

1.  General description of the submitted materials
The candidate, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Asenov, is participating in the
competition with 11 scientific works:
. Monographs — 1;
. Studies - 5;
. Articles — 3;



. Conference papers — 2;
. Textbooks — 0;

. Teaching aids - 0;

. Other publications — 0.

The publications may be classified as follows:

By type:

. Monograph — 1. It represents a scientific study with original contributions, published
in 2025 by Krasimir Asenov under the title “Anthropology of Management”, by the
Academic Publishing House “Talent” — UARD, ISBN 978-619-303-513-6;

. Studies — 5, of which 4 are published in scholarly journals refereed and indexed in
internationally recognized scientific databases;

. Articles — 3, of which one is published in a journal indexed in SCOPUS database;

. Conference papers — 2, of which one is published in Congress Proceedings, indexed
in Web of Science (WoS);

. Popular publications — 0.

By significance:
. Articles in refereed and indexed journals included in international databases —1
[Krasimir Asenov (2025), “Geography of Despair: The Ghetto and Ghettoized Urban
Structures — Architecture of Exclusion and the Syndrome of Deprivation”, Problems of
Geography — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, issues 3—4, 2025, pp. 131-146, ISSN 0204-
7209, SCOPUS].
. Plenary papers — 2
[Krasimir Asenov (2019), “Ethno-cultural Identity as a Form of Social Homeostasis”, 1st
Istanbul International Geography Congress, Proceedings Book, Istanbul University Press,
pp. 631-635, E-ISBN 978-605-07-0714-4, DOI: 10.26650/PB/PS12.2019.002.061, WoS];
[Krasimir Asenov (2021), “Sketches on Anthropogenesis and the New Reality”,
Proceedings of the International Scientific and Practical Conference “Bulgaria of Regions
2021, Plovdiv, Academic Publishing House “Talent”, 2021, pp. 11-14, ISBN 978-619-
203-334-7 (online)].
. Awarded publications — 0.

By place of publication:
. Avrticles in refereed international journals — 1
[Krasimir Asenov (2025), “Geography of Despair: The Ghetto and Ghettoized Urban
Structures — Architecture of Exclusion and the Syndrome of Deprivation”, Problems of
Geography — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, issues 3—4, 2025, pp. 131-146, ISSN 0204-
7209, Scopus].
. Papers in proceedings of international scientific conferences held abroad — 1



[Krasimir Asenov (2019), “Ethno-cultural Identity as a Form of Social Homeostasis”, 1st
Istanbul International Geography Congress, Proceedings Book, Istanbul University Press,
pp. 631-635, E-ISBN 978-605-07-0714-4, DOI: 10.26650/PB/PS12.2019.002.061, WoS].
. Articles in national journals — 2

[Krasimir Asenov (2024), “Metaphysics of the City. Secularism and Theocracy. The
Antagonism ‘With God’ or ‘Without God’”, Novo Znanie, Plovdiv: HSARD, Vol. 13, No.
3, 2024, ISSN 2367-4598 (Online), pp. 121-133, NRS ID No. 2677];
[Krasimir Asenov (2025), “Epochs and Ruptures. Brief Sketches”, Novo Znanie, Plovdiv:
HSARD, Vol. 14, No. 3, 2025, ISSN 2367-4598 (Online), p. 11, NRS ID No. 2677].

. Papers in proceedings of international scientific conferences held in Bulgaria— 1
[Krasimir Asenov (2021), “Sketches on Anthropogenesis and the New Reality”,
Proceedings of the International Scientific and Practical Conference “Bulgaria of Regions
20217, Academic Publishing House “Talent”, 2021, pp. 11-14, ISBN 978-619-203-334-7
(online), NRS ID No. 4942].

. Papers in proceedings of national sc. conferences, sessions, and seminars —0

Papers in scholarly publications of universities — 0.

By language of publication:
. In English — 3;
. In Bulgarian — 8;
. In other languages — 0.

By number of co-authors:
. Single-authored — 11;
. With one co-author — 0;
. With two co-authors — 0;
. With three or more co-authors — 0.

2.  Impact of the candidate’s scientific publications in the literature (known
citations)

. Total — 14 citations;

. By Bulgarian authors — 9 citations;

. By foreign authors — 5 citations.

The candidate, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Asenov, has indicated a total of fourteen
citations for participation in the competition, three of which are in publications refereed
and indexed in international databases (SCOPUS / Web of Science). Four of the citations
are in monographs and edited volumes with scholarly peer review. The remaining seven
are in non-indexed but peer-reviewed scholarly publications. The total number of points
from citations is 120.

3. General overview of the candidate’s activity



3.1. Teaching and pedagogical activity (work with students and PhD candidates)

Since 2020, Krasimir Asenov has been teaching at the University of Agribusiness
and Regional Development. His main areas of instruction include: Anthropology of
Management, Intercultural Communication, Intercultural Education, Working in
Multicultural and Inclusive Environments, Organizational Change Management, Media
Language and Communication, Media Management, Municipal Investment Management,
Crisis PR, Event Management.

3.2.  Scientific and applied research activity
The candidate participating in the competition has been involved in two

international and two national research projects:

. “Spatial Segregation and Its Impact on the Social Integration of Roma in Harman
Mabhala, Plovdiv” — Project of the National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy and
Geography — BAS, funded by the Scientific Research Fund, Contract No. DN15/7,
2017-2022.

. “Spatial Models of Roma Ghettoized Urban Structures in Bulgaria” — Project of the
National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy and Geography — BAS, funded by the
Scientific Research Fund, 2022—-2026.

. “INVEST4EXCELLENCE - Invest for Excellence in Regional Sustainability” —
Horizon 2020, Grant Agreement 1D 101035815, 01.10.2021-30.09.2024.

. “INnoVations of REgional Sustainability” — European University Alliance —
INVEST, Erasmus+ KA2 European University Project No. 101004073, 2020-2023.

3.3. Implementation activity — not specified.

3.4. Contributions (scientific, scientific-applied, applied)

The author has made significant contributions in several interconnected scientific
fields, combining anthropological, social, and urban approaches to the study of power,
governance, and space:

Anthropology of management, power, and legitimacy — The main contribution
here is the development of the concept of “anthropology of management”, which views
management not only as a formal institutional practice but as a process of cultural
regulation, symbolic legitimation, and social organization. The author shifts the focus
from official institutions to the cultural mechanisms of power — symbols, rituals,
language, and ideologies — as well as to informal management networks, which often
determine real governability, especially in peripheral or crisis contexts. This represents an
original contribution, as the international literature lacks a systematic conceptualization of
the anthropology of management as an autonomous field.

City, Ghetto, and Ghettoized Urban Structures — The author introduces the
concept of “ghettoized urban structures,” which allows for an analytical distinction
between spatial, functional, and symbolic regimes of exclusion. A spatial-anthropological



model has been developed, including “hard,” “blurred,” and “symbolic” boundaries, as
well as the concept of “functional spaces” (labor, education, healthcare, etc.) as a tool for
analyzing the interaction between the ghetto and the city. This builds upon existing
descriptive approaches and provides instruments for the empirical mapping of social
segregation.

Social Homeostasis and Ethno-cultural Resilience — The author introduces the
concept of “social homeostasis™ as a theoretical model applied to study the resilience of
human communities as open systems. He defines empirical indicators such as intra-
community control, demographic stability, resistance to acculturation, migration balance,
and participation in informal economies. The model is original in the international
context, as it has not previously been used to explain the behavior of peripheral and
marginalized communities. It has been applied empirically, for example, during COVID-
19, to demonstrate the activation of resilience mechanisms in crisis situations.

Architecture of Exclusion and Deprivation Syndrome — For ghettoized urban
structures, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Asenov introduces the concepts of “architecture of
exclusion” and “deprivation syndrome”, applying them to interpret processes of
systematic deprivation — of space, rights, visibility, and symbolic presence. The
“deprivation syndrome” is an innovative theoretical tool, transferred from clinical and
psychosocial models to social-spatial processes, representing an original contribution to
critical urban studies and urban anthropology.

Civilizational Faults, Global Transformations, and Governance — The author
formulates the framework of “epochs and faults,” which examines historical and
contemporary transformations as cycles of rise, collapse, and reorganization of social and
governance systems. Within this context, he analyzes the “new reality” as the result of the
systemic erosion of traditional political, economic, and cultural architectures.
Furthermore, the author theoretically and empirically argues the process of
deglobalization as a structural transition toward a post-neoliberal, multipolar world order,
with direct implications for strategic management and public policy.

Overall, the author’s contributions are multilayered and interdisciplinary:

. They establish a new conceptual framework for understanding power and
governance in a cultural context;

. They develop original analytical tools for studying social exclusion and ghettoized
spaces;

. They introduce the theoretical model of social homeostasis for investigating
community resilience;

. They formulate an interdisciplinary approach to global transformations,
deglobalization, and civilizational faults.

These contributions place the author among the leading researchers in critical
anthropology of management, urban anthropology, and social theory of contemporary
global and local processes.



4.  Evaluation of the candidate’s personal contribution

The author investigates the complex interrelationship between individuals, society,
and institutions through an interdisciplinary perspective that combines anthropology,
philosophy, urban studies, sociology, and political theory. A central theme of his work is
the expansion of the traditional understanding of power and governance, viewing them not
merely as formal institutional practices but as culturally, symbolically, and historically
constructed processes. His monograph, “Anthropology of Management,” demonstrates
that power manifests through everyday interactions, rituals, and social practices, which
vary according to cultural context, and that the legitimacy of governance cannot be
understood solely through laws or administrative structures.

The author’s work places a strong emphasis on a cross-cultural approach and a
global perspective. He analyzes how historical and local traditions, as well as global
processes such as migration, climate change, and pandemics, influence social and political
structures. In this context, his research on Roma communities during COVID-19
demonstrates the practical application of these theoretical concepts: marginalized groups
develop internal social homeostasis, strengthen ethnic consolidation, and reinforce intra-
community support, while state institutions and the macro-social environment often
increase their isolation and vulnerability. This illustrates both the long-term effects of
historical marginalization and the immediate impact of global crises on local
communities.

Particularly noteworthy is the focus on urban space as a metaphysical and cultural
phenomenon. In the series “Metaphysics of the City” and “The City as AXIS MUNDI”,
the author examines the city not merely as a material urbanized environment, but as a
carrier of sacred topoi, myths, legends, and collective memory. He demonstrates that the
absence of these dimensions transforms cities into meaningless, utilitarian constructions—
“horizontal urban deserts” — devoid of vertical connections to the transcendent and the
spiritual. In this way, his work situates urbanization within a dialectic between the human
and the divine, analyzing the interactions between the secular and the theocratic as factors
shaping society and individual identity.

The author also pays attention to the social and economic dynamics of globalization
and its decline. In his analyses of deglobalization, slowbalization, and the transformation
of the neoliberal order, he highlights how financial crises, social inequalities, pandemics,
and geopolitical conflicts alter the global economic and political landscape. He treats
these processes as structural rather than temporary, emphasizing the need for new models
of international cooperation and regional organization.

The author’s work is distinguished by the integration of classical philosophical and
sociological thought (Aristotle, Plato, Weber, Bourdieu, Foucault) with empirical research
and contemporary case studies. This approach allows for both theoretical depth and
practical applicability of his conclusions — from the analysis of local Roma communities
to global economic trends and urban transformations. Through his interdisciplinary
approach, the author successfully connects political power, culture, social identity, and



spatial organization, presenting a multilayered and critical perspective on contemporary

human society.
In summary, the author’s personal contributions include:

. Expanding the concept of power and governance beyond formal institutions by
introducing an anthropological and cultural perspective.

. Demonstrating the importance of historical, social, and global processes in shaping
identity, resilience, and social homeostasis.

. Highlighting the role of urban and metaphysical space as centers of cultural,
spiritual, and social dynamics.

. Analyzing global transformations of economic and political systems and their
impact on local communities.

. Linking theory and practice through an interdisciplinary approach that is
simultaneously philosophical, sociological, and empirically grounded.

Overall, the author’s work offers a critical, global, and culturally human-centered
perspective on governance, society, and urban environments, which is applicable for
analyzing contemporary social, economic, and environmental challenges.

5. Critical remarks

I have no critical remarks regarding the candidate. My recommendation is that,
based on his solid theoretical training and extensive political experience, filtered through
academic practice, he should continue to explore the social, economic, anthropological,
cultural, and psychological challenges of society, analyze them, and propose solutions.
His wide recognition and popularity can serve as a significant asset in implementing these
innovative cultural-historical, socio-economic, and managerial models.

6. Conclusion:

Based on the scientific works submitted for participation in the competition, the
acquired educational and academic degree “Doctor,” and the recorded citations, AsSOC.
Prof. Dr. Krasimir Romanov Asenov meets the minimum national requirements under
Art. 2b, paras. 2 and 3 of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria. Therefore, | propose that he be elected Professor in the area of
higher education 3. “Social, Economic and Legal Sciences,” professional field 3.7
“Administration and Management,” and scientific specialty “Cultural Anthropology and
Strategic Management,” for the needs of the Department of Regional Development,
Agribusiness and Tourism within the Department of Economics and Management.

16.01.2026 r. Member of the Scientific Jury:







