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STANDPOINT 
 

by assoc. prof. Vinelina Panayotova Yankova-Mihaylova, Ph.D 
"Maritsa" Vegetable Crops Rеsearch Institute - Plovdiv 

of the materials submitted for participation in a competition 
for the academic position "associate professor" in the field of higher education 
6. "Agrarian Sciences and Veterinary Medicine", professional field 6.2 "Plant 

Protection", scientific specialty "Plant Protection" 
 

In the competition for the academic position of "associate professor", 
announced in the State Gazette, issue 90 of 25.10.2024 and on the website of 
the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development - Plovdiv for the needs of 
the "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" Department in the 
Economics and Management Department, assistant professor Teodora 
Petrova Ilieva-Pencheva PhD participated as a candidate. 

 

1. Brief biographical data 
Assistant Professor PhD Teodora Petrova Ilieva-Pencheva was born on 2nd 

of November 1976 in the town of Karlovo. In 1999 she graduated the Higher 
Agricultural Institute in Plovdiv (Agrarian University - Plovdiv) with a Master's 
degree in Agroengineering - Agroecology with the acquired professional 
qualification "Engineer - Agronomist". She obtained the educational and 
scientific degree "Doctor" in 2006 in the Field of Higher Education: 6. Agrarian 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine; Professional field: 6.2. Plant Protection; 
Scientific specialty: 04.01.10 Plant Protection. She defended her dissertation on 
the topic „Plant aphids (Homoptera: Aphididae) among the vegetable cultures 
cultivated in greenhouse in South Bulgaria and their resistance to insecticides”. 
She worked as a specialist agronomist from 2006 to 2008 at the Non-profit 
Organization “Business Center – Business Incubator – Karlovo”. From 2008 to 
2012 she worked as a chief specialist - ecologist at the Karlovo Municipality, 
from 2012 to 2013 she was a chief specialist - inspector in the “Inspectorate” 
unit at the Karlovo Municipality, from 2013 to 2018 she was the head of the 
“Municipal Inspectorate” unit at the Etropole Municipality, from 2018 to 2019 
she was an ecology consultant at “Office Time” EOOD-Karlovo, from 2019 to 
the present she is a chief specialist - inspector in the “Inspectorate” unit at the 
Karlovo Municipality, where she effectively implements the municipality's 
policy in the field of control over the protection of cleanliness, the 
environment, the green system and public order. The teaching experience of 
Assistant Professor Teodora Petrova Ilieva-Pencheva PhD is the following: from 
2009 to 2011 she worked as an assistant in the "Technologies" Department at 
the Higher School of Agriculture College; from 2011 to 2023 she was an 
assistant in the "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" 
Department at the Economics and Management Faculty of the University of 
agribusiness and rural development; since 2023 she is an assistant professor in 
the "Regional Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" Department at the 
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Economics and Management Faculty of the University of Agribusiness and Rural 
Development. 

2. General description of the materials presented 
The candidate assistant professor Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva PhD 

participated in the competition with: 

 Monographs – 1; 

 Reports – 10; 

 Articles – 17; 

 Studies – 1; 

 Books – 1. 
The submitted reference on the fulfillment of the minimum national 

requirements for holding the academic position of "associate professor" shows 
that, according to indicators, the number of points obtained from the 
presented results of the candidate, assistant professor Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva 
PhD is equal to and higher than the required minimum. 

Index A – 50 points with a required minimum of 50. Assistant Professor, 
Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva in 2006 successfully defended her dissertation on the 
topic „Plant aphids (Homoptera: Aphididae) among the vegetable cultures 
cultivated in greenhouse in South Bulgaria and their resistance to insecticides” 
and acquired the educational and scientific degree “doctor” in the professional 
field: 6.2. Plant protection; Scientific specialty: 04.01.10 Plant protection. 

Index B –100 points with a required minimum of 100. A monograph is 
presented: Biological control of pests in organic greenhouse vegetable 
production. 

Index D – 245.66 points with a required minimum of 200. One book based 
on a defended dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific 
degree of "doctor", two publications in scientific issues, referenced and 
indexed in world-renowned databases with scientific information, 25 
publications in non-refereed journals with scientific review or in edited 
collective volumes, 1 publication of studies published in scientific publications, 
referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases with scientific 
information. 

Index D – 65 points with a required minimum of 50. Number of citations - 
12. 

3. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature 
(known citations) 

Assistant professor Teodora Petrova Ilieva-Pencheva PhD has presented 1 
citation in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review and 11 
citations in non-refereed journals with scientific review. 

4. General characteristics of the candidate's activities 
4.1. Educational and pedagogical activity 
Disciplines taught by assistant professor Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva PhD in 

the Bachelor's Degree Programme - General and Special Entomology, General 
and Special Phytopathology, Plant Protection, Organic Agriculture; in the 
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Master's Degree Programme - Environmental Management, Biological 
Agriculture and Organic Food, Fundamentals of Organic Agriculture. Assistant 
professor Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva PhD participates in the development of 
syllabus under the guidance of habilitated lecturers in accordance with the 
qualification characteristics of the specialties and the educational programmes 
which the discipline she teaches is included. The presented certificate of 
teaching activity as an assistant and assistant professor shows that she has 
experience and qualifications in teaching and pedagogical activity. 

4.2. Scientific and applied scientific activities 
The main direction of the research activity of assistant professor Teodora 

Ilieva-Pencheva PhD is sustainable development of ecosystems through the 
implementation of monitoring and biological control methods. The research 
activity of assist. prof. Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva PhD is related to the pests and 
diseases in vegetable crops, diseases and weeds in organic agriculture and 
alternative methods and means for disease and pest control. Works on current 
issues in the field of plant protection. 

4.3. Implementation activity 
Assistant professor Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva PhD does not provide data on 

developments that have been implemented into practice. 
4.4. Contributions (scientific, applied science, applied) 
I accept the contributions presented. They are well formulated and reflect 

the achieved results accurately and objectively. 
5. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution 
I positively assess the personal contribution of assistant professor Teodora 

Petrova Ilieva-Pencheva PhD in the presented publications, expressed in the 
analysis of the results obtained and the identification of specific conclusions in 
the field of plant protection and entomology. 

6. Critical notes 
I have no critical remarks. My recommendation to assistant professor 

Teodora Ilieva-Pencheva PhD is that in her future work she should publish more 
materials in scientific publications, refereed and indexed in world-renowned 
databases of scientific information. 

7. Conclusion: 
Considering the above, I propose that assistant professor Teodora 

Petrova Ilieva-Pencheva PhD be elected as an "associate professor" in the 
field of higher education 6. "Agrarian Sciences and Veterinary Medicine", 
professional field 6.2 "Plant Protection", scientific specialty "Plant 
Protection" for the needs of the "Regional Development, Agribusiness and 
Tourism" Department in the Economics and Management Department. 

 
 

17.03.2025 г.             Member of the Jury:  
      Assoc. prof. Vinelina Yankova-Mihaylova  PhD 


