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REVIEW
by Prof. Dr. lvan Petrov Paligorov — Forestry University

of the materials submitted for participation in the competition
for the academic position of “professor” in the field of higher education 3.
“Social, economic and legal sciences”, professional field 3.7. “Administration
and management”, scientific specialty “Economics and management
(sustainable regional development)”

In the competition for the academic position of “professor”, announced in the
State Gazette, issue 90 of 25.10.2024 and on the website of UARD — Plovdiv for
the needs of the Department of “Regional Development, Agribusiness and
Tourism” in the Department of Economics and Management, Associate
Professor Dr. Natalia Mihova Stoyanova participated as a candidate.

The review was prepared based on a decision of the meeting of 06.02.2025. of
the scientific jury formed by order No. 17/22.01.2025 of the Rector of the
University of Agricultural and Rural Development.

1. Brief biographical data

Natalia Mihova Stoyanova has a Master's degree in Industrial Management
since 1999 and a Master's degree in Law since 2015. Since 2012 she has been a
Doctor in professional field 3.7. Administration and Management, scientific
specialty Organization and Management of Production (Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises). Since 2015 she has been an associate professor in
Organization and Management of Production (Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises) at the University of Agricultural and Rural Development. The
candidate has been the head of LIVING LABS since 2023, director of the
Institute for Regional Studies since 2024 and quality manager since 2024. She
teaches over 10 academic disciplines. Since 2018 is the Chief Public Relations
Specialist at the Rusenski Lom Nature Park Directorate, working on several
projects related to the sustainable development and conservation of natural
habitats on the territory of the park.
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It can be concluded that the candidate for the competition, Natalia Stoyanova,
holds the "Doctor" degree, has been an associate professor for 9 years, thereby
fulfilling the formal requirements for participation in the competition for the
academic position "Professor".

2. General description of the submitted materials

The candidate associate professor doctor Natalia Mihova Stoyanova
participated in the competition with:

e Monographs - 1 issue, chapter of a monograph - 1 issue;

e Studies - 4 issues;

e Articles - 5 issues;

e Scientific reports - 18 issues;

» Textbooks - 7 issues;

e Teaching aids - 1 issue.

The submitted scientific production quantitatively exceeds both the national
and additional requirements for the UARD.

By place of publication:

e Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences abroad -9
issues [1,2,8,9,10,11,12,13,16].

e Articles in national journals - 5 issues [19,20,21,22,23].

e Reports in proceedings of international scientific conferences in Bulgaria - 9
issues [7,14,15,18,19,24,25,26,29].

e Reports in proceedings of national scientific conferences, sessions and
seminars - 15 issues [3,4,5,6,17,24,26,29,30,31,32,33,34, 35,36].

From the presented documents it is evident that the additional scientific
production has been published in scientific papers of international scientific
conferences in our country and abroad, articles in national journals and reports
of international and national scientific conferences.

By the language in which they were written:

e In English - 11 issues;

e In Bulgarian - 23 issues.

By the number of co-authors:

* Independent - 35 issues;

e With one co-author - 1 issue [20];

e With two co-authors - 1 issue [3].

The submitted independent monograph and the independent chapter of a
monograph would be sufficient in volume for participation with independent
scientific production. Nevertheless, additional published independent scientific
production has been submitted — 4 studies, 5 articles, 18 scientific reports
published in specialized scientific publications, as well as scientific papers from



international scientific conferences in our country and abroad. By adding the
independent 7 textbooks and 1 teaching aid, it should be strongly emphasized
that the scientific production submitted for the competition is independent and
quantitatively exceeds both the national and additional requirements for the
UARD.

3. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature (known
citations)

* A reference for a total of -20 citations has been submitted;

e Of which all by Bulgarian authors - 20 citations.

The scientific production is known to specialists and, more importantly, it is
cited in monographs and scientific articles with scientific review, which
emphasizes their significance. And presentation at authoritative forums or
publication in specialized publications and series can contribute to the broader
presentation of the results obtained and their eventual implementation in the
management of the agricultural sector in Bulgaria.

4. General characteristics of the candidate's activity
4.1. Educational and pedagogical activity

Natalia Stoyanova is a trained teacher. She is a doctor in professional field 3.7.
Administration and management, scientific specialty Organization and
management of production (small and medium-sized enterprises) since 2012.
Since 2014, she has been a chief assistant, and since 2016, an associate
professor in Organization and management of production (small and medium-
sized enterprises) at the UARD. She has been the head of LIVING LABS since
2023, director of the Institute for Regional Studies since 2024 and quality
manager since 2024. She teaches the following disciplines: Franchising and
outsourcing; Human resources management; Agricultural economics;
Agricultural management; Production practices in agribusiness; Human
resources management in education; Human resources management; Strategic
personnel management; Labor markets; Agricultural Production Markets and
Fundamentals of Consulting. She has written and published 7 textbooks and 1
teaching aid in the disciplines she teaches.

It can be concluded that the candidate for the competition Natalia Stoyanova is
a qualified teacher and meets the requirements for participation in the
competition for the academic position of "Professor".

4.2. Scientific and applied scientific activity

The candidate for the competition Natalia Stoyanova develops scientific and
applied scientific activity on two international projects related to the
management, sustainable development and protection of natural habitats on



the territory of the Nature Park Directorat "Rusenski Lom", of which she is the
head. She also participates in the author teams of projects related to the study
and assessment of the logistics chain in agricultural and food production. She
participates in a project related to the competitiveness of Bulgarian farms,
implemented by a team with colleagues from the Institute of Agrarian
Economics. The results of the projects have been published in monographs and
have been provided to the contracting authorities.

4.3. Implementation activity

Of particular interest is the project "TOGETHER FOR THE POLOMIE" under the
auspices of the Regional Governor of Ruse District: Creating better conditions
for a healthy lifestyle and contributing to the economy of the region by
transforming the tourist trails in the Ruse Polomie and neighboring areas into
accessible, more attractive and well-maintained places for outings, tourism,
recreation and sports. No documents were presented, but it can be assumed
that the results obtained can be proposed for direct use in practice.

4.4. Contributions (scientific, scientific-applied, applied)

In the scientific production presented in the competition, especially the
independent monograph, as well as the independent chapter of the
monograph, indisputable original scientific and scientific-applied achievements
could be established, of which it is worth mentioning:

1. A methodical approach has been proposed and the possibilities for the
construction of Interconnections (TEN-E) for energy-efficient production in the
agricultural sector and for the energy efficiency of renewable energy sources
have been studied;

2. It has been established, based on the results of a study of investments as a
key factor for sustainable development, that balanced economic development
and stable growth of the agricultural sector is possible, by creating conditions
for increasing the share of high-tech production in GDP. The importance of the
risks for investments in the production of small and medium-sized enterprises
in the agricultural sector, especially related to investments in innovations and
high-tech projects, has been emphasized.

3. The results of the implementation of the regional policy for technological
renewal, development and introduction of innovations in small and medium-
sized enterprises in the agricultural sector have been analyzed, and areas of
implementation of complex regional programs for the introduction of
innovations, elements of the regional business environment, and assessment of
factors of the regional structure have been studied;



4. A conceptual model for sustainable management of investments in small and
medium-sized enterprises in the agricultural sector has been proposed. The
model for sustainable management of investments in small and medium-sized
enterprises in the agricultural sector has been tested, and the following have
been developed and proposed: a methodology for the study of the model for
sustainable investment management; a methodology for quantitative
determination of the index for an integral indicator for sustainable
management of investments in small and medium-sized enterprises in the
agricultural sector, through a complex financial measure; an experimental
verification of the model for sustainable management of investments in small
and medium-sized enterprises in the agricultural sector has been carried out.

5. Special attention should be paid to the prepared and printed textbooks and
teaching aids that are presented in the competition. It is evident from the
documents that in the previous procedures documents for textbooks published
in co-authorship were submitted. Which is evidence of the accumulated
experience and opportunities for printing independent textbooks and teaching
aids, which are presented in this competition.

Contributions, novelties and scientific achievements are also present in the
additional scientific production. It should be emphasized that all the novelties
and contributions of the candidate in the competition do not repeat those that
are presented for the academic position of "associate professor", which is
evident from the submitted reference for a total amount of scientific
production of 87 titles, with a total number of citations - 98.

5. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution

In the documents and scientific production submitted for the competition, it is
indisputably evident that independent scientific production predominates, and
in addition to the independent monograph and independent chapter of a
monograph, we have an additional 4 studies, 5 articles, 16 scientific reports
published in specialized scientific publications, as well as scientific papers from
international scientific conferences in our country and abroad. 7 textbooks and
1 textbook have been independently developed and published, which allows us
to emphasize that the scientific production submitted for the competition is
the candidate's personal work, and both in quantitative and qualitative terms it
exceeds both the minimum national and additional internal requirements for
the UARD.

6. Critical remarks

No inconsistencies or contradictions were found in the scientific production
submitted for the competition. It can be indisputably stated that the subject



matter is predominantly in the field of the announced competition, namely in
the field of higher education 3. "Social, economic and legal sciences",
professional direction 3.7. "Administration and Management", scientific
specialty "Economics and Management (Sustainable Regional Development)".
Some concern is caused by the slightly broader and more non-traditional form
of research on issues of sustainable regional development, which is announced
in the scientific specialty of the competition. In this sense, as a recommend-
dation rather for the future activities of the candidate in the competition, it
may be desirable to make more efforts to create research teams on projects,
develop collective interdisciplinary research in the field of sustainable regional
development, the development of the agrarian sector, research on sustainable
development and the protection of natural habitats on the territory of the
Nature Park Directorate "Rusenski Lom", and report for publication of the
results of established scientific forums in the field of management and sustain-
nable development, such as the international scientific conference "Manage-
ment and Sustainable Development", which in 2025 will have its XXVII edition,
and the one founded in 1999. scientific journal "Management and Sustainable
Development", which is scientifically reviewed and has been referenced in
VINITI since 2019, and can publish the scientific production presented at the
international conference, as well as the results of scientific research on this
topic.

7. Conclusion:

Considering the above, | propose that Associate Professor Dr. Natalia Mihova
Stoyanova be elected as a "professor" in the field of higher education 3. Social,
economic and legal sciences, professional field 3.7. Administration and
management, scientific specialty "Economics and management (sustainable
regional development)" for the needs of the Department of "Regional
Development, Agribusiness and Tourism" in the Department of Economics
and Management.

27.02.2025 Member of the jury:
Prof. Dr. lvan Paligorov



