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The aim of this study is to determine the place of 
theatre and demand for it in Canakkale, Turkey, 
where has been neither a professional theatre 
company nor a theatre building equipped with 
required devices. 
That is why, the profile of potential theatre 
audience in Canakkale has been accepted that 
they are not familiar with theatre and its 
illusionistic atmosphere in the beginning of a 
research project supported by the Scientific 
Research and Technology Council of Turkey in 
2009. 
This quality of the audience created a unique 
environment to measure the audience’s perceptive 
mechanism and the impact rate of theatrical 
performance upon the audience. Jerry and Tom, 
the first play staged for the project, by Rick 
Clevland has some certain points that are 
determined to have conflict potential with the 
audience’s way of life in terms of violence, 
murder and nudity. 
The second play was Oleanna by David Mamet. It 
is focused on the rising tension between a 
professor and one of his female students at a 
university. The last play staged for the project is a 
selection of Turkish peasant spectacle plays with 
full of humour mostly based on the conflict 
between good and bad, white and black, etc.  
During the performance, the audience reaction to 
some certain points was observed. For the first 
and second plays the audience were recorded 
during the performance. 
The last play they are just observed. The data 
collected via qualitative and quantitative research 
were analysed, respectively and together by 

merging them into one and it was concluded that 
the audience in Canakkale are mostly tolerant 
what performed on stage, although it is not got 
along with their culture and customs. 
From the interviews with those audiences who 
had never seen a play on stage, it is found out that 
theatre is accepted as an art form for upper class, 
but after watching the research play what they see 
is not upper class people, but the ones like them. 
 
The results of this research has three folds: 
 
1) Canakkale is a city suffering from the lack of 
theatrical activities; 
 
2) Regional theatres may act as community 
centres and help to get united people living in the 
region. 
 
3) The art of theatre is a station, where people are 
allowed and urged to stop everything in their daily 
routine to think. 
 
As a result of the project it is concluded that 
Turkish audience is, no matter their gender, is on 
the side of oppressed. 
Although they are theatre literate, Canakkale 
audience can tolerate theatrical event which 
consists of could-be unethical behaviours such as 
student teacher relationship, nudity and serial 
killing according to Turkish customs. 
The statistical data, also, indicated that theatre 
audience in Canakkale suffers from the lack of 
well-equipped theatre stage.  

 
 


