
 
 
 

REVIEW 
 
by Assoc. Prof. Desislava Stoilova, PhD, member of the scientific jury  

for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor"  
to the candidate David Jean Chuparkoski, 

the procedure is announced by the UARD – Plovdiv 
 
 
1. General information 
 
This review on the dissertation on the topic „Features of financing the fight against 

terrorism“ written by David Jean Chuparkoski is prepared in accordance with Order No 
113/22.04.2021 signed by the Rector of the UARD – Plovdiv.  

 
2. General presentation of the dissertation 
 
The dissertation on "Features of financing the fight against terrorism" has a total volume 

of 167 pages. It consists of introduction, three chapters, conclusion, and bibliography containing 
153 literature and information sources.  

The first chapter „Main characteristics of terrorism“ presents the characteristics of the 
terrorism as a social phenomenon. The direct and indirect costs arising from the existence of 
terrorism are indicated. The chapter outlines the main sources for financing terrorism, as a 
specific form of financial crime. Special attention is paid to the possibilities for using the 
banking systems, the states and the business to finance the terrorist organizations. 

In the second chapter „Forms of illegal business as a source of terrorism financing“ there 
is an analysis of the main illegal sources of terrorist financing, such as illicit arms trade and 
drug trafficking, smuggling of cigarettes, alcohol, currency, precious metals and other goods, 
money laundering, use of humanitarian organizations, and other activities (racketeering, 
kidnappings, creation of financial funds, etc.). 

The third chapter entitled „The fight against terrorism financing“ presents and 
systematizes the possibilities for counteracting the financing of terrorism and organized crime. 
The chapter includes a comparative analysis of the measures against terrorism financing in three 
neighboring Balkan countries – Northern Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria. Conclusions and 
recommendations have been formulated for taking effective measures to limit the possibilities 
for terrorism financing in the Republic of Northern Macedonia. 

 
3. Assessment of the structure and contents of the dissertation and opinion on the 

correctness of the abstract 
 
The structure and contents of the dissertation are appropriate for achieving the purpose 

and tasks of the scientific research. The object and subject of the study are formulated clearly 
and concretely. The main research methods used in the dissertation are historical method, 
induction and deduction, quantitative and qualitative analysis, comparative analysis and 
synthesis. The abstract is well drafted and reflects correctly the content and structure of the 
dissertation, as well as the main conclusions and results of the study.  

 



4. Determination and evaluation of the scientific and applied contributions in the 
dissertation   

 
The dissertation entitled "Features of financing the fight against terrorism" contains the 

following results that have the characteristics of contributions and enrich economic theory and 
practice: 

1) The study analyses the main sources for terrorism financing and systematizes the 
possibilities of the national and international institutions for counteracting the terrorism 
financing.    

2) The study provides a comparative analysis of countermeasures against terrorism 
financing in three neighboring Balkan countries – Northern Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria. 
Conclusions and recommendations have been formulated for taking effective measures to limit 
the possibilities for terrorism financing in the Republic of Northern Macedonia.   

 
5. Critical remarks and recommendations 
 
The author’s publication list includes three papers presented at international scientific 

conferences organized by UARD – Plovdiv and the Macedonian Marketing Association. I 
advise the author to expand his publishing activity by presenting the results of his dissertation 
to a wider international academic and scientific community, by publishing the main results of 
the study in scientific journals with impact factor and impact rank.  

 
6. Questions   
 
During the public defense of the dissertation, the doctoral student might answer the 

following question:   
Did the emergency anti-epidemic measures intended to limit the spread of COVID-19 

(restrictions on business, restrictions on movement and crossing the borders, etc.) affect the 
possibilities for terrorism financing? 

 
7. Conclusion  
 
In conclusion, it should be noted that the dissertation on "Features of financing the fight 

against terrorism" has the character of a scientific study and shows that the PhD student David 
Jean Chuparkoski has the knowledge and skills for independent research.  

This is the reason why I propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award David Jean 
Chuparkoski the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the professional field 3.8. 
Economics, scientific specialty "Finance and Banking". 

 
 




