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1. General information 

By order № 113/22.04.2021 of the Rector of the University of Agribusiness and Rural 

Development (UARD)- Plovdiv, prof. Mariyana Ivanova, PhD, I was appointed as member of  

the scientific jury for the defense of a dissertation on the topic: „FEATURES OF 

FINANCING OF FIGHTING WITH TERRORISM“ for awarding the educational and 

scientific degree of “doctor” in area of higher education: 3. “Social, economic and legal 

sciences“, professional field: 3.8. “Economics”, Scientific specialty “Finance and Banking”. 

The author of the dissertation is David Zhan Chuparkoski - an independent doctoral student at 

UARD- Plovdiv, with prof. Ognyana Stoichkova, PhD as supervisor. 

  

2. General presentation of the dissertation  

The research paper extends over a total of 167 pages. It consists of an introduction, a 

main body of three chapters, a conclusion, and a reference list. The main text includes 6 tables 

and 13 figures. Each chapter is followed by generalizations and conclusions. 

The relevance and significance of the topic chosen is indisputable. On the one hand, it 

is based on observations about the considerable rise in the intensity of the terrorist influx 

around the world and the numerous casualties, accompanying this phenomenon; on the other 

hand, it is grounded on the awareness of the need of consolidation of the efforts in the field of 

counteraction to terrorism and its funding.  

The aim of the research work is accurately and clearly formulated - to prove that 

funding terrorism can successfully be countered by the specialized state institutions which are 

able and have to organize and undertake anti-terrorist activities.   

This aim has been decomposed into three concrete research tasks.  

The research thesis says that terrorism financing is a form of international terrorist 

activity whose main goals are: destabilization of global security, seizure of power and 

redistribution of economic resources. For the purposes of the research the thesis formulated  is 

divided into two auxiliary hypotheses. According to the first hypothesis, the provision of 

financial resources is of primary importance to the leadership of every terrorist organization 

even if it succeeds in providing reliable sources of financing. The steady influx of funds into 

the budget of the terrorist organization allows its leadership to plan and direct the operations 

of its structural elements to their expansion and consolidation. The second auxiliary 

hypothesis says that all capabilities of the specialized state institutions must be put to work in 

order to implement collective measures internationally for resistance against the actions which 

ensure the financial strength of terrorism. In this respect the biggest is the role of the 

specialized agency of financial intelligence.  



The object and subject are accurately and clearly defined. The object of the research is 

terrorism and its highly negative impacts on the life and business activities of the population, 

and the subject of the research are the forms of financing terrorism and the creation of an 

efficient system of counteraction. 

The dissertation applies methodology that includes: historical method, analysis and 

synthesis, comparative method, induction and deduction, etc.  

153 information sources have been used in writing this work (of which seven in 

Bulgarian, and the rest - in English, Serbian and Macedonian), including legislative acts of  

the Republic of North Macedonia and the Republic of Bulgaria, statistical materials from 

national and international publications, etc. The literature used gives a sufficiently complete 

picture of the state of the issue being investigated. The doctoral candidate has cited the 

literary sources correctly.  

 

3. Assessment of the structure and content of the dissertation and opinion about 

the correctness of the author’s summary.  

The structure that has been adopted is characterized by balance, logical order and  

consistency and contains all necessary components that lend  the research wholeness and 

completeness.  

Chapter one of the dissertation is dedicated to the main characteristics of terrorism. In 

it the author defines terrorism, looks at the terrorist activities, the nature of terrorism, the 

performers of terrorist acts, and the strategies of terrorism. The author of the dissertation 

analyzes the expenses of terrorism, views the banks, state and business (legal and illegal) as 

terrorist financing sources.   

Chapter two examines the forms of illegal business as a terrorist financing source.  A 

thorough analysis is made of illegal trade (trafficking of drugs, weapons and other goods), 

money laundering and using humanitarian organizations as forms of terrorist funding.  Other 

forms of terrorist financing are also examined - racketeering, kidnapping, financial  funds for 

terrorist financing.  

Chapter three is entitled „Combating the financing of terrorism“. It examines: the main 

characteristics of the fight against terrorist financing; the role of intelligence; the building of 

capacity to combat terrorism; the international forces and norms for fighting against terrorism; 

the financial regulation and financial institutions; the international collaboration for protection 

against high-risk transactions. The fight against terrorism in the Republic of North Macedonia 

has been accentuated. 

The author’s summary of the dissertation is executed according to the established 

requirements. It has a volume of 50 pages. Reference sections with the main contribution 

moments in the dissertation and the fulfillment of the national minimum requirements are 

appended at the end of the summary as well as a declaration of originality and authenticity.   

The author’s summary reflects correctly the scope and main scientific contributions of the 

research.    

 

4. Identification and assessment of the contributions to science and applied science 

in the dissertation.  

The scientific contributions which have been formulated in the dissertation can be 

divided into two main groups. One part of them have a theoretical character. The existing 

knowledge of the essence and the particular role of the forms of manifestation of terrorism 

have been systematized. The specificity of the financial flows towards terrorist units has been 

proved. The forms of terrorist funding have been studied, illegal business operations and their 

share in the financing of terrorist organizations have been analyzed, the reasons for their 

spreading have been substantiated. The role of the specialized institutions - police, 



intelligence agencies, customs offices, both national and international, has been analyzed on 

the basis of empirical data.  

Another part of the contributions have an applied and practical orientation. The 

capabilities of the specialized state institutions to implement collective measures 

internationally in order to counter the actions ensuring the financial strength of terrorism, 

have been analyzed and substantiated. Guidelines for combating money laundering and the 

possibilities of terrorist financing in the Republic of North Macedonia have been proposed, 

with a comparative analysis of three neighbouring countries in the Balkan Peninsula - the 

Republic of North Macedonia, the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of Serbia, being 

appended.   

I accept and give my positive assessment of the contributions to science and applied 

science proposed by the author.  

 

4. Publications and participation in scientific forums. 

Based on the dissertation three publications (reports) have been made, published in 

journals and compendiums with scientific review for the year 2019. The publications 

presented are directly related to the topic of the scientific paper. 

 

6. Critical notes and recommendations  

As regards the dissertation research I have no substantial critical  notes. Because of the 

relevance of the topic I would recommend that the doctoral candidate should  continue with 

his research activities in the field of terrorist financing and strive after gaining more public 

notice of the results achieved by publishing them in indexed and referral scientific journals. It 

would be beneficial for the results obtained by the research to be used as an initial framework 

for changing or completing regulatory acts, constructive decisions and preventive and 

repressive measures applied in the daily work of the involved bodies and institutions.   

 

7. Conclusion  

The dissertation contains scientific, scientific-applied and applied results which are an 

original contribution to science. All requirements for awarding the educational and scientific 

degree “doctor” in the Law on the Academic Staff Development in the Republic of Bulgaria 

and in the corresponding rule books are fulfilled.  

In view of the  above stated I confidently give my positive assessment of the 

dissertation, submitted for defense, on the topic: “FEATURES OF FINANCING OF 

FIGHTING WITH TERRORISM“ and propose to the honourable scientific jury to award 

its author DAVID ZHAN CHUPARKOSKI the educational and scientific degree “doctor” in 

area of higher education 3. “Social, economic and legal sciences“, professional field 3.8. 

“Economics”, scientific specialty “Finance and Banking”.    

 

                                                                                                      ……………………………. 

21.05.2021             assoc. prof. Milen Velev, PhD,  

Burgas                                                                                         member of the scientific jury  

 


