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I. General presentation of the thesis 

 

The object of study in the dissertation is terrorism with its key impact on social and 

cultural life, as well as on the economy of the countries. 

The subject of the research, correctly defined in the dissertation, are "the forms of 

terrorist financing and the creation of an effective system for counteracting the 

financing of terrorism". 

The candidate shows in-depth knowledge of the object and subject of research. They 

fit entirely into the scope of the study. 



The main author's hypothesis is highlighted with 2 sub-hypotheses, which are 

confirmed in the dissertation. 

In theoretical and practical terms, the goal is focused on the measures of state 

institutions in the fight against the financing of criminal structures. 

The doctoral student concretizes 3 tasks in connection with the achievement of the 

goal, which he has  realized they entirely in the exposition. However, the scope of 

tasks could be expanded. 

The research work consists of 167 standard pages, of which 159 pages of main text 

and 8 pages of bibliography. Applications are missing. 

  The volume fully corresponds to the required volume of such studies. 

The literature includes 153 sources in Bulgarian, English, Macedonian. The basing of 

various foreign language sources is a proof of good language skills of the doctoral 

student and higher opportunities for using the scientific methodological tools. 

 

II. Assessment of the structure and content of the dissertation 

In structural terms, there are 3 chapters, logically related, as well as an introduction, 

conclusion and bibliography. In the second chapter it would be appropriate to 

expand the scope of the studied problem. 

The abstract has been developed according to the established requirements. It has 

been correctly developed in styles and grammatical aspect.The relevance of the 

topic is indisputable in the context that the scope of terrorist groups has been 

growing in recent years, and this is directly related to the increase in their 

funding.The author's approach successfully presents the theoretical judgments and 

practical-applied results in the researched field. 

The introduction presents comprehensively all questions - purpose, subject, 

object, tasks, methodological tools, scientific hypothesis. The conclusions at the end 

of each of the chapters show the author's good research skills. 



In the first chapter the etymological analysis of the concepts, as well as the 

presentation of the legal conceptual statements can be highly appreciated. 

In the second chapter the emphasis is placed on the illegal forms of terrorist 

financing. In certain places in the text the author's statements are supported by 

numbers. 

The third chapter presents a general model for "interrupting" the financing of 

terrorism. " The conclusion presents the main consequences as a result of the 

research in  the theoretical and practical aspect. 

The exposition is supported by some number of figures - 13 and 6 tables to 

illustrate the text. 

 

III.Determination and evaluation of the scientific and applied scientific 

contributions in the dissertation 

I accept the contributions has  determined by the candidate are summarized in 

four points: 

a / all possible and effective actions of the state specialized institutions are 

analyzed and substantiated in order to minimize the harmful influence of financial 

terrorist power. 

b / systematization of the knowledge about the manifestations of terrorism not 

only in national aspect; 

c / a theoretical model of the forms for financing terrorism is presented - the 

illegal business operations and their share in the financing of terrorist organizations 

are analyzed; the reasons for their spread are substantiated, namely the intertwining 

of economic with political interests and the use of violence, racketeering and terror. 

d/ The modeled guidelines for combating money laundering and the possibilities 

for financing terrorism in the Republic of Northern Macedonia enrich the existing 

knowledge. The application of analytical tools for recording information between 

three neighboring countries of the Balkan Peninsula - the Republic of Northern 



Macedonia, the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of Serbia contributes to 

increasing the capacity of the system in the directions: establishment of internal 

investigation services and improvement of legal and institutional protection; 

conducting proactive policing, etc. Attention is drawn to the fact that the efforts of 

all units in this fight, such as the prosecution, the court, the police, the financial 

police, the Office for the Prevention of Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing, 

the Public Revenue Office, the Customs, the Intelligence Agency must be fully united 

and coordinated. 

 

IV.Critical notes and questions regarding the dissertation 

 

In addition to some of the above remarks, more recommendations could be 

made  e.g. of the formation of the figures (for example, the source of Fig. 3 on p.88 

is not clear). The work would benefit if the descriptive approach in certain places was 

avoided. 

In order to clarify the exposition in the study, the following question may be 

asked: 

1. Do you think that the role of the European Banking Authority has so far been 

entirely successful in the direction of preventing money laundering on the territory 

of the Union and in the context of the statement of pp.135-136? 

 

V.Summarized evaluation of the dissertation and conclusion 

PhD student David Zhan Chuparkoski presents a fully completed and original 

research. The purpose and tasks of the research have been successfully fulfilled. 

Critical remarks do not reduce the quality of the work. All requirements of the 

Academic Staff Development Act in the Republic of Bulgaria and the relevant 

regulations for the award of the Doctorate degree are fulfilled. For this reason, I 

strongly recommend the esteemed members of the scientific jury to vote positively 



for the award an educational and scientific degree of Doctor in  professional field 

3.8. Economics, specialty Finance and Banking  to David Chuparkoski. 
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