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REVIEW 

 

 

by prof. Virginia Ivanova Zhelyazkova, PhD, DSc 

member of the scientific jury for obtaining the educational and scientific degree 

"Philosophiae Doctor" 

by candidate David Jean Chuparkoski, 

according to a procedure announced by VUARR - Plovdiv 

 

 

 

1. General information 

By Order 113 / 22.04.2021 of the Rector of the Higher School of Agribusiness and 

Regional Development (VUARR) I was appointed a member of the scientific jury 

under the procedure for awarding the educational and scientific degree 

"Philosophiae Doctor" (PhD) to David Jean Chuparkoski, PhD student in VUARR 

in the scientific field "Finance and Banking" in the professional field 3.8 Economics 

with the topic of the dissertation "The Role Of Development Banks In Financing 

Sustainable Economic Growth." 

For the purposes of this procedure, the PhD student Popova has submitted the 

following documents: 

• Dissertation work for awarding PhD; 

• Abstract of the dissertation; 

• Curriculum vitae. 

 

2. Brief biographical data about the doctoral student 
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Doctoral student David Jean Chuparkoski was born on May 9, 1994 in the city of 

Prilep, Republic of Northern Macedonia. He received his education at the European 

University in Skopje, where he obtained the bachelor's and master's degrees in Law. 

After that, David Chuparkoski continued his education at doctoral level in VUARR 

- Plovdiv. Since 2017 he has been working for the municipality of Kavardachi, 

Republic of Northern Macedonia, as a legal specialist. 

 

3. General presentation of the dissertation 

The dissertation submitted for review has a total volume of 167 pages and consists 

of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a list of references on the topic. 

The purpose of the research is presented in the introduction to the work - to prove 

that financing of terrorism can be successfully opposed by specialized state 

institutions by taking various anti-terrorist measures. To achieve this goal, a total of 

three research tasks have been correctly and aptly defined. I believe that they are 

completely sufficient and their implementation leads to the realization of the 

research thesis. The object and the subject are also clearly defined and correspond 

to the purpose of the study - the object is terrorism itself and its extremely negative 

effects on the economy and society, and the subject is the forms of terrorist 

financing, on the one hand, and the countermeasures to it, on the other.  

In the dissertation one central thesis and two auxiliary hypotheses have been defined. 

The central thesis is that “terrorist financing is a form of international terrorist 

activity aimed at destabilizing the world security, seizing power and redistributing 

economic resources.” This thesis is supported by the hypotheses defined separately 

by the PhD student, which define the two main directions of his reflections within 

the work - the issue of terrorist financing and that of the measures for its 

counteraction.  

The methodology in the dissertation work is mainly in the field of qualitative 

analysis, using various methods such as analysis of the regulations on the studied 

issues, comparative analysis, synthesis, induction and deduction. Thus chosen, the 

methodology helps to achieve the tasks set in the introduction. The exhibition begins 

with the first chapter, devoted to the main characteristics of terrorism as a 

phenomenon in the modern world. The analyzes in this part of the work have an 

introductory character to the researched topic, the definition of terrorism, its main 

characteristics are consistently presented, the perpetrators of terrorism are 
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categorized in separate groups, depending on the intentions of the structures behind 

them. Here the subjects of terrorism and some state forms of terrorism are considered 

separately. The author then goes on to present the main features of terrorist 

financing. Three key economic entities that finance this activity are defined - banks, 

the state and the private business, and logically the legal and illegal forms of business 

as a source of terrorist financing are analyzed separately. 

The object of the second chapter are the forms of illegal business as a source of 

terrorist financing. In this part of the work, the dissertation consistently considers, 

first of all, illegal trade as a form of terrorist financing. Here the object of analysis 

are three types of trade - with arms, with drugs, with other types of goods. I believe 

that the author has correctly identified precisely these three types of trade objects in 

which the financing of terrorism is concentrated. The analysis then goes on to look 

at money laundering and issues related to the financing of terrorism. Money 

laundering is an issue that has always existed in economic practice, but in recent 

years, especially as a result of digitalization, many new, diverse opportunities for its 

implementation have been created, which requires special attention in connection 

with the financing of various shady activities and, above all, terrorism. Further, the 

object of the work is another important issue, although often left aside by a number 

of researchers - the use of humanitarian organizations as a form of terrorist financing. 

Finally, the second chapter concludes with a section on a number of other forms of 

terrorist financing. Here, racketeering, kidnappings and financial funds are 

consistently considered as sources of funds for the implementation of various 

terrorist activities.  

In the focus of the third chapter the author specifically focuses on the fight against 

terrorist financing. First of all, he considers the main features of this struggle. He 

then pays special attention to intelligence as a key activity in this direction. He 

further analyzes the crucial issue of counter-terrorism capacity-building, without 

which this fight would be doomed to failure, international forces and international 

norms for its implementation, and last but not least, the role of financial institutions 

and regulations for effective counter-terrorism. Finally, the analysis in the third 

chapter concludes with the consideration of the importance of international 

cooperation and protection against the implementation of risky transactions and 

specifically with the characteristics of the fight against terrorism in the Republic of 

Northern Macedonia.  
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Each chapter ends with conclusions from the analyzes presented in its framework, 

which facilitates the reader to perceive the author's views and reflections on the 

issues under consideration, as well as speaks of maturity and understanding of the 

object and subject of research by the author.  

The conclusion presents in a concise form the main inferences that the author has 

reached in his work on the dissertation. The list of used literature contains a total of 

153 titles in different languages. This shows that the author knows very well the 

literature on the topic he is researching and it is on the basis of reading such a large 

number of studies that the depth has been formed in him, which is found within the 

exposition of his dissertation. 

 

4. Assessment of the structure and content of the dissertation and opinion on 

the correctness of the dissertation abstract 

In my opinion the structure of the dissertation fully corresponds to the topic on which 

author conducts his research, the purpose and tasks he has set out. The text is 

characterized by consistency. The scientific apparatus is very good, the sources used 

are cited correctly. The content is structured in a balanced way and meets the 

objectives of the study.  

The abstract summarizes the dissertation, its results, the main conclusions, the 

contributions of the dissertation and the publications in connection with the topic of 

the dissertation. At the time of writing, there is no information about plagiarism in 

the works of David Jean Chuparkoski. 

 

5. Determining and evaluating the scientific and scientific-applied contributions 

in the dissertation 

The PhD student has defined a total of five scientific and scientific-applied 

contributions to his dissertation. Three of them he correctly assigns to the category 

of theoretical contributions, and the other two - to that of applied ones.  

Of these, especially highlighting the specifics of the different types of financial flows 

related to the implementation of terrorist activities, as well as to analyze the various 

types of illegal business operations and their share in the financing of terrorist 

organizations is of value to practice. The analysis of the issues specifically for the 

situation in the Republic of Northern Macedonia has a pronounced practical 
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character - the directions of the fight against money laundering and the possibilities 

for financing terrorism in this country are outlined, which is important for the 

success of counter-terrorism in the Balkan region.  

In my opinion the contributions in number, nature and features fully meet the 

expectations for a dissertation for the award of PhD degree. 

6. Publications and participation in scientific forums 

The PhD student has attached a reference for a total of three scientific publications, 

all of them are reports from scientific conferences, two of them in English, one in 

Macedonian language. They are relevant to the topic of his dissertation and support 

the dissemination of the results achieved within its framework. With them he meets 

the national minimum requirements set out in the Law on the Development of the 

Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its 

implementation for awarding PhD. 

 

7. Critical remarks and recommendations 

I have no crucial critical remarks on the dissertation. I recommend him to publish 

his dissertation as a book, which will contribute to the dissemination of the results 

he has achieved within his framework. This would benefit a number of public and 

private institutions involved in the fight against terrorism.  

 

8. Questions to the dissertation 

I would like to ask the following two questions to the PhD student:  

1. In your opinion, what are the three main obstacles to the successful fight against 

terrorism in the Republic of Northern Macedonia? 

 2. How strong is the link between money laundering and terrorist financing in the 

Republic of Northern Macedonia?  
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9. Conclusion 

In conclusion, I give my positive assessment of the dissertation, the abstract and the 

publications of David Jean Chuparkoski, I vote “FOR” and I propose to the esteemed 

scientific jury to award him PhD degree. 

 

 

 

May 31, 2021                                          Reviewer: 

Sofia                                                  / prof. Virginia Zhelyazkova, DSc, PhD / 


