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1. General information 

The reason for writing this review is the Order of the Rector of VUARR 

203/30.06.2020 for the appointment of a scientific jury. This order was preceded by two 

meetings of the extended staff of the Department of Finance, at which the dissertation was 

discussed. After reflecting on the candidate's recommendations and remarks on the 

dissertation, it was decided to open a defense procedure. 

From a formal point of view, all normative requirements for conducting the defense 

of the dissertation "Financial support for the formation of sustainable competitiveness of 

land use of agricultural enterprises: theory, methodology, practice" by Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Anatoly Kucher. 

2. Brief biographical data about the dissertation 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anatoliy Kucher is a lecturer and researcher at Kharkiv National 

University. He works on the problems of agribusiness very actively and has numerous 

publications dedicated to the problems of increasing the competitiveness and efficiency of 

land use in Ukraine. In recent years he has actively collaborated with his colleagues from 

VUARR, participated in scientific forums organized by the university and published his 

works in the publications of VUARR. 

3. General presentation of the dissertation 

The dissertation consists of an introduction, five chapters, a conclusion, a list of 

references, a list of publications and a reference to scientific and practical contributions. 

The volume and structure of the dissertation are determined by the purpose, tasks and 

logical sequence of the research. Structurally, the dissertation consists of an introduction, 

five chapters, including, conclusion, reference to the main contributions and practical 

value, appendices, bibliography. The dissertation is developed in a volume of 880 pages, of 

which 665 pages with main text. The main text contains 197 tables, 110 figures, 11 

appendices. The list of used literature consists of 877 titles. 
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The topicality of the topic is justified by the author in the introduction. He points 

out four important motives, which in his opinion make the topic very modern and with 

great effect on practice. This, according to the author, is the existence of unresolved 

contradictions both in theory and in practice regarding the effectiveness of financing 

sustainable agriculture and competitiveness of the agricultural sector in Ukraine, the main 

of which are: 

1) the poorly represented in financial science methodological and scientific bases of 

financial regulation and formation of sustainable competitiveness of the use of agricultural 

lands; 

2) the contradiction between the declared protection of land as a national treasure, 

the calls for ensuring sustainable soil management in agriculture and the absence of 

specific financial mechanisms aimed at its implementation; 

3) the absence of the necessary financial resources for the formation of sustainable 

competitiveness of land use of agricultural enterprises; 

4) contradiction between the potential level for sustainable competitiveness of the 

land use of the agricultural enterprises and the real (actually achieved) level. The latter is 

much lower than is objectively necessary to ensure expanded reproduction and sustainable 

development in agriculture. 

A. Kucher has defined the subject of the research as a set of theoretical, 

methodological and practical bases of the financial support for formation of sustainable 

competitiveness of the land use of the agricultural enterprises of Ukraine. 

The object of the study, according to the author, are the processes of financial 

support for the formation and increase of the competitiveness of agricultural enterprises on 

the basis of sustainable soil management. 

The main hypothesis that the author defends in the dissertation is clarified and 

clear. According to him, in the conditions of lack of financial resources, the formation of 

sustainable competitiveness of land use of agricultural enterprises is possible provided that 

the appropriate (adequate) financial support for the implementation of sustainable soil 

management and sustainable development of production will contribute not only to 

ensuring their sustainable competitiveness, but also to reduce land depletion and adapt to 

climate change. 

This basic hypothesis is supplemented by seven specific, subordinate sub-theses, 

which detail the directions in which he directs his research. 

It should be noted that Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anatoliy Kucher correctly focuses on the 

extent to which this issue has already been in the field of view of economists - financiers. 

Many names of authors and works are mentioned, but the general conclusion is that there is 

no general, in-depth and comprehensive study of the relationship - financing of agricultural 

enterprises in order to increase the competitiveness of enterprises in the agricultural sector 

and land use in Ukraine. 
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4. Assessment of the structure and content of the dissertation and 

     opinion on the correctness of the abstract of the dissertation 

In structural terms, the dissertation is composed of an introduction, five chapters, a 

conclusion and a list of references. A reference for the scientific and practical-applied 

contributions in the dissertation is attached. 

Fully explainable, the first chapter is emphatically theoretical. It consistently sets 

out the conceptual basis of financial support for agricultural enterprises to achieve 

sustainable competitiveness in land use. Here the author has substantiated the conditions 

under which agricultural holdings manage the land in Ukraine. In parallel, a comparative 

analysis of the financing of land use and the sustainable competitiveness of agriculture in 

the context of Ukraine's European integration has been made. 

The second chapter is devoted to the methodological bases of financial support for 

the formation of sustainable competitiveness of agricultural enterprises. In this part of the 

dissertation the author sets the methodology of research of the main problem by specifying 

the methods for land use assessment; the monetary valuation of losses due to soil 

depletion; assessment of the investment attractiveness of land use and assessment of the 

effectiveness of financing the improvement of soil quality and land reclamation. 

In the third chapter the author dwells in detail on the financial problems of the 

formation of sustainable competitiveness of land use in agricultural enterprises. Assoc. 

Prof. Kucher is deeply acquainted with the state and problems of sustainable development 

and competitiveness of enterprises in the agricultural sector in conditions of lack of 

financial resources. This applies both to individual areas in Ukraine and throughout the 

country. On this basis, the trends and opportunities for financial support in the formation of 

sustainable competitiveness of land use by agricultural enterprises are outlined. These 

financial problems are analyzed through the monetary assessment of losses for agricultural 

enterprises caused by soil depletion. 

The next issue analyzed in Chapter Four is the strategic priorities for financing 

sustainable agriculture and the competitiveness of agricultural enterprises in Ukraine. In 

this part of the study, Assoc. Prof. Kucher examines the fiscal measures for regulating the 

sustainable competitiveness of agricultural enterprises in Ukraine in connection with the 

different quality of land resources and different financial assistance for individual rural 

areas. In this part of the dissertation the analysis is very detailed. The financial analysis in 

this part of the dissertation is very detailed, based on the specific costs and benefits of 

using liquid organic fertilizers, biohumus and mineral fertilizers in order to prove the 

potential sources of funding for measures to achieve sustainable soil management. 

The last, fifth chapter of the study and devoted to the problem of the effectiveness 

of financial assistance for the formation of sustainable competitiveness of arable land, 

which is characterized by different levels of fertility. In this part, Assoc. Prof. Kucher is 

committed to forecasts for the size and effectiveness of financial support for the 

implementation of innovations in the protection of agricultural enterprises. The analysis of 

the influence of land concentration on the formation of the financial results of agricultural 

enterprises deserves attention. The factors influencing the investment attractiveness of the 

use of agricultural land in the emerging land market in Ukraine have been revealed. A 
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detailed forecast of the economic efficiency of the financing of innovative projects related 

to solving the issue of sustainable soil management has been made. This issue is addressed 

at the micro, meso and macro levels. 

In the dissertation, the theoretical formulations are backed up by detailed 

calculations based on specific data from the agricultural sector in Ukraine, which give 

persuasiveness to the conclusions reached by the author. 

 Assoc. Prof. Anatoliy Kucher has reported on a number of forums (the author 

reports on his participation in 50 international and national conferences) parts of his 

research, received approvals and funding for the developed problem and made it available 

to much of the academic community. gave the opportunity to discuss his calculations, 

conclusions and summaries. 

The results of the scientific work of Assoc. Prof. Dr. A. Kucher are scientifically 

substantiated, thanks to the scientific methods used, among which are: data envelopment 

analysis (DEA) - for evaluation of technical, distributive, Cobb-Douglas function - for 

evaluation financial support for sustainable competitiveness and setting priorities for 

increasing financial support; statistical grouping, standardization and normalization of 

indicators - for assessment of resistance 

 

5. Determination and evaluation of the scientific and scientific-applied contributions 

in the dissertation   

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anatoliy Kucher presented a report on the contributions, as he 

evaluates them. On six pages are set out in detail all the highlights of the dissertation, 

which he analyzed in detail, proved them with econometric calculations and models. The 

contributions are divided into those that the author introduces for the first time in economic 

theory, the second group - which are further developed and further developed by Assoc. 

Prof. Kucher in theory and practice and those that have specific practical applicability. The 

specific users of the recommendations that Assoc. Prof. Kucher has made in his 

dissertation are indicated. 

In our opinion, the contributions of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anatoliy Kucher in the 

dissertation developed by him can be grouped as follows: 

Contributions of emphasized theoretical character: 

1. introduced in the scientific circulation and the economic essence of the following 

concepts is defined: «sustainable competitiveness of land use of agricultural enterprises», 

«financial support for formation of sustainable competitiveness of land use of agricultural 

enterprises», «Global index for sustainable competitiveness of agriculture» , "Investment 

attractiveness of agricultural use"; 

2. the methodology for monetary valuation of: 

- losses from soil degradation in agricultural enterprises, 

- the investment attractiveness of agricultural land use, 

- the effectiveness of the financing of projects for improving the quality of the soil 

and the reclamation of the land 

- international financial comparison of sustainable competitiveness of agriculture; 

Contributions of theoretical and applied nature: 
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1. recommendations for improvement of the fiscal regulation for formation of 

sustainable competitiveness of the land use 

2. the application of one-, two- and multi-factor linear and non-linear (square) 

econometric models, which allow to perform a quantitative assessment of the impact of 

land quality and financial support on the formation of sustainable competitiveness of 

agricultural enterprises in different soil and climatic conditions areas of Ukraine 

3. the overall concept of financial support for sustainable management of SOC in 

the context of climate change, which consists of the following blocks: whole block, block 

subject and block controlling information, organizational and financial block, result 

blocking; 

4. proposing the elements of the financial and economic mechanism for sustainable 

soil management in agriculture through; 

- development of a forecast for financial support for sustainable land use 

intensification based on the transfer of soil protection innovations in agricultural 

enterprises by assessing the impact of land concentration on the formation of financial 

results and financial competitiveness of agricultural enterprises; formation of sustainable 

competitiveness of agricultural enterprises on lands of different quality, study of the impact 

of the economic law for reducing the return by increasing the amount of financial aid per 

unit area and recommendations for overcoming its actions in agriculture; opportunities for 

improving interest rate policy and bank lending in agriculture. 

 

6. Publications and participation in scientific forums 

The candidate in the procedure for defense of a dissertation for obtaining the 

scientific degree "Doctor of Science" has published important parts of his research in a 

number of publications, which are indexed in authoritative international databases. 

The conclusion is that the requirements of Art. 2b, (2 and 3) of ZRASRB and of the 

additional requirements of VUARR according to art. 6 of the PURPNSDN in VUARR for 

obtaining the scientific degree "Doctor of Science" are fully complied and even repeatedly 

overfulfilled. 

7. Critical remarks and recommendations 

There are no gross errors in the dissertation that would reduce the value of the 

research. 

8. Questions to the dissertation 

In the fourth chapter, a proposal is made for changes in the Tax Code of Ukraine in 

the direction of introducing a new local tax to be paid by owners, users and tenants of 

agricultural land. I allow myself to doubt the effectiveness of such a solution. Another tax 

in the agricultural sector, where profitability is already low, would not help increase 

competitiveness, but is more likely to exacerbate land use problems. I would ask 

Assoc.Prof Kucher to explain to the scientific jury his motives for this proposal. 

 

9. Conclusion 

The general assessment of the presented dissertation is definitely positive. A large-

scale and in-depth scientific study of great practical value has been carried out. Based on 
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the analysis of the merits of the dissertation submitted for review, I express my positive 

opinion FOR awarding the scientific degree "Doctor of Science" to Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Anatoliy Kucher for his dissertation „Financial support for the formation of sustainable 

competitiveness of land use. of agricultural enterprises: theory, methodology, practice“ 

 

 

15.08.2020                                                          Reviewer: 

                                                                               Prof.Ognyana Stoichkova, PhD 


